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A Mission Statement

For Marriage

By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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One of the beauties of learning Torah is that, if you apply yourself, you will see new things each time you study over-again any subject of the Torah for the Torah is the wisdom of Hashem which is Infinite.  “Ein cheiker lisvunoso – there are no boundaries to His understanding.”  So this year, when I was studying Megilas Rus, I uncovered a gem that I never noticed before and which I am excited to share.


When Naomi tells her daughters in-law, Rus and Orpah, to return back to their Moabite roots, she makes the following statement.  “Mitzena menuchah isha beis isha – May you go back home and may you each find rest as a wife in the house of her husband.”  The great Naomi is here crystalizing for us a mission statement for a husband. 


That is, to create ‘menuchah,’ an aura of contentment, serenity, and rest for his wife in their home.  She repeats this sentiment a second time later on in the Megilah.  When Rus comes back and informs Naomi of the kindness that Boaz had shown her, Noami tells Rus “Biti, halo avakesh lach manoach asher yitav lach – My daughter, I seek for you rest which will be good for you (for Boaz to become her husband).”


The author of Rus, the great Shmuel HaNavi, is sharing for the ages this idea, that the successful husband will create out of his home an oasis of peacefulness and tranquility.  To create this kind of atmosphere is easier said than done. 


First of all, one has to avoid at all costs screaming and shouting even when one is frustrated and wrongfully treated. A home where one’s wife is constantly walking on eggshells can hardly be called a place of menuchah. The Gemora in Taanis relates that they asked Rav Ada bar ahava, to what merit does he ascribe his longevity. He answered, “L’olam lo hikpaditi b’soch beisi – I never showed that I was upset in my home.” 


Another requirement in the making of a content home is to avoid constant criticism.  We cringe when we are criticized. Criticism is a downer and if it’s done often, the home becomes a place to escape from and not a place of serenity. 


When Yakov gave the blessing to Yissachar, the Tribe of Torah, he said about Yissachar, “Vayar menuchah ki tov – He saw that rest was good.” We thus see that Torah promotes menuchah. This can also be seen from the following anecdote. 


A man once came to the Netziv, Zt”l, Zy”a, the famed Rosh Yeshiva and Rav of Volozhin, and told him that he was having marital problems. The Netziv asked him if he learned Torah at home.  The man answered, “Rav, I know you’re a Rosh Yeshiva and you like to talk about Talmud Torah, but now I’m discussing my marriage.” The Netziv told him that if you learn more Torah at home, you’ll have more peace at home. The study of Torah helps to create a tranquil home.


During the first week of creation, it says, “Vay’chal Elokim bayom hashvii – And Hashem finished the world on the seventh day.” This begs the questions, Wasn’t the seventh day Shabbos, the day of rest?  Didn’t Hashem finish the world on the sixth day? Yet here it says that He finished the world on the seventh day. 


Rashi answers “Bosa Shabbos, bosa menuchah – Shabbos arrived and rest came into being.” In other words, the final creation was rest. This teaches us that you have to create menuchah; it’s not simply the absence of fighting and stress.  It’s a creation of being available for one’s spouse when they need you. It means knowing the ‘little things’ that put a person at ease like a favorite snack or scent. It means that a backrub or an affectionate compliment is the magic of creating an aura of contentment.  


Although in this article I zoomed-in on a husband’s responsibility, the truth is that this is an important mission for a wife as well. As it states clearly in Eishes Chayil, about the woman of Valor, “Tzofiah halichos beisah – She oversees the ways of her home.” Many wise women are masters at turning a ‘regular’ home into an oasis of warmth and coziness.  May Hashem bless us with success in this all-important mission and in this merit may we be blessed with long life, good health, and everything wonderful. 

 

Please learn and daven for the refuah sheleima of Miriam Liba bas Devorah, b’soch shaar cholei Yisroel. 
 

Reprinted from the June 22, 2017 website of Matzav.com
Rabbi Yisroel Reisman Discusses

Why and How Hashem Loves Us

By Daniel Keren
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Rabbi Yisroel Reisman, Mora D’asra of the Agudath Israel of Madison in Flatbush spoke at a recent Memorial Day legal holiday Hakhel Yarchei Kallah Event held in his shul on the topic of “Golus Hazards.” Having completed recently a series of legal holiday lectures on Sefer Zecharia, Rabbi Reisman said that Zecharia along with Chaggai and Malachi are generally referred to by students of Tanach, the Jewish Bible as the final Naviim, Prophets of Klal Yisroel, the Jewish nation.


Malachi is the final Navi and his book of three perakim, chapters conclude the Sefer Trei Asar, the Twelve Later Prophets. Besides being the final Navi, Malachi’s prophecy is the final navuah recorded in Tanach and Rabbi Reisman noted that his prophecy speaks of Yemos Hamoshiach, the Days of Moshiach that we are all longing for.


Malachi’s name only appears once in Tanach and that is in the first pasuk, verse of Sefer Malachi. Indeed there is some confusion as to whether or not Malachi was Mordechai or perhaps even Ezra. Yet both the Ibn Ezra and the Abarbanel are of the opinion that Malachi was neither Mordechai or Ezra, but rather indeed one of the 48 recognized Naviim and whose name was actually Malachi.

A Timeless but Disturbing and Difficult Prophecy


Accepting that premise that Malachi was Malachi, Rabbi Reisman pointed out that unlike either Chaggai or Zecharia, the Navi Malachi comes with his timeless message to the Jewish people with nevertheless a disturbing or difficult prophecy.


The first word in Sefer Malachi is “massa” which can be translated as prophecy. But it is a very critical prophecy against the Jewish people and also in particular of the Kohanim. You might have thought, Rabbi Reisman conjectured, that the last of the recorded Naviim in Tanach whose message was given just as Klal Yisroel prepares to enter a long and difficult golus, spiritual exile from their homeland should be one to offer a comforting message from Hashem.


It wasn’t just Malachi who had a popularity problem with the Jewish nation. In general the Naviim at the time were not glorified by the people. Today we look back and historically recognize the greatness of Malachi, Chaggia, Zecharia and the other prophets and wonder why didn’t our ancestors at the time take their messages more to heart. But this is a perennial problem. Rabbi Reisman recalls as a young teenager growing up in Boro Park with a few friends from his Pirchei group going one Motzoi Shabbos to a Melava Malka in that community to hear Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l speak.


After the people had eaten the Melava Malka meal, Rav Feinstein was introduced as the Guest Speaker. That announcement caused a mass exodus of most of the Melava Malka participants who weren’t prepared for a serious one hour dvar Torah. Rabbi Reisman recalls saying to his friends how this was such a busha, embarrassment for Kavod Hatorah as represented by such a Gadol Hatorah as Rav Moshe.

When the Chofetz Chaim Came to Town


At that table still sitting was an elderly gentleman who explained that this behavior was nothing new. He grew up in Europe before the Holocaust and he recalled when the Chofetz Chaim once came to his community. Everything that today’s seforim about such gedolim are false or shall we say embellished. They paint a picture of the entire community coming out to greet and listen to the words of the Chofetz Chaim. 


Yes, the elderly gentleman said, the people came to the train station. But they came merely to see the great Torah personality symbolized by the Chofetz Chaim and to perhaps get a brocha, blessing from him. Yet they too began to leave before the Gadol Hador of that generation began to deliver his hour-long Torah talk. Yes, the Yidden at the time of the Chofetz Chaim and even we today fail to appreciate the important and valuable things that we have at the time we have it.


Malachi comes with a massa, acritical prophecy of Klal Yisroel. Beginning with Malachi 1:2, G-d says “I loved you” but you ask “In what way do You love us?” Hashem’s word according to the Prophet answers by noting that Esav is the brother of Yaakov, yet I loved Yaakov and hated Esav.

A Doubt as to the Real 
Nature of G-d’s Love for the Jews


The Jewish people has a long time conundrum as to the real nature of G-d’s love for them. Was it sincerely for them or just because they are the offspring of the beloved Avos, forefathers of Klal Yisroel (Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov?)


The classic commentators (the Malbim and the Abarbanel) understand this second posuk as an answer to Klal Yisroel’s unsurety. Indeed when the Bnei Yisroel left Egypt it was possible for them to wonder if this yetzias Mitzrayim was merely a fulfillment of Hashem’s promise to the Avos since the now liberated slaves were seemingly hardly worthy on their own, having fallen to the 49th and last level of spiritual impurity from which there could be hope for their spiritual future.


The Bnei Yisroel’s question should have been decisively answered in the affirmative regarding Hashem’s love to them directly by the miracle at Krias Yam Suf (the Splitting of the Sea of Reeds) where they saw the love of Hashem was for them directly and not because of any promises to the forefathers, as He had never made such a commitment to the Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov and the wealth that the Yidden gathered at the Yam Suf after the Egyptians drowned was greater than that which they actually left Egypt the week before.


The Chasam Sofer teaches that true ahava or love is when things are not going well in the relationship between two parties. When everything is smooth and perfect, such a strong bond is not a true test of ahava. The Navi Malachi is coming to teach the Jews of his time and all subsequent generations that Hashem’s love for Klal Yisroel is not related to our loyally fulfilling our obligations to Him.

Recognizing that There is No One 
Else in the World Like Your Spouse


Rav Yaakov Kamenetzky, zt”l, teaches that the point is that in giving honor to his spouse, a man should look at his wife and believe to himself that there is no one else in all the world who is as intelligent or as beautiful or as talented as his wife.


Hakodesh Baruch Hu’s love for us Jews is b’etzem, intrinsic. Indeed as mentioned above to love someone when everything is going well is not a remarkable achievement. That is why Hashem’s love is so superior because it is not based on logic (i.e. Klal Yisroel’s perfect observance of mitzvos.) Indeed, this type of love by Hashem for us is hard for many Jews to comprehend as it is above logic.


In the sixth and seventh verses of Malachi, Perek Aleph, Hashem criticizes Klal Yisroel for its disrespect to Him. Rabbi Reisman paraphrases by quoting Hashem’s complaint: “You ask in what ways do you dishonor Me. You bring Me your blind and blemished animals as korbonos (sacrifices.)


Hashem challenges whether one would present such an animal to his governor or ruler. He further condemns the Jewish behavior by noting that the Nations [the non-Jews] are bringing Him good karbonos. This, Rabbi Reisman, admitted at first glance is hard to understand. Do the non-Jews truly worship Hashem and not idols or other false religions?

Most Non-Jews Believed in a Creator of theWorld


The explanation is that until recently, most non-Jews believed in a Creator of the World [who continued to guide it,] even if they attributed those functions to [idolatrous] gods. They would bring worthy sacrifices to their gods.


When giving a present to someone, you should give that individual something they would like, not something you want. Rabbi Reisman gave the example of a husband giving his wife for her birthday two tickets to a Knicks basketball game. Most non-Jews believe in a Creator, but they opt to serve that Creator in a manner that is personally pleasing to them.


A Jew is obligated to recognize the true Hakodesh Baruch Hu and serve as commanded by the Torah [that Hashem gave to us on Shavuos at Har Sinai] and not as we might think is nice when serving Hashem. Unfortunately Jews were influenced in the time of Malachi by the Cananites and we often fail today by also being impressed by the practices of the non-Jews around us. And as nice as those practices might appeal to one, it is not the ratzon Hashem, desire of G-d for how he wants us to serve and honor Him.

Reprinted from the June 6, 2017 email of the Jewish Connection.

North Dakota Jewish Pioneer Cemetery Added to National Register


(JTA) — North Dakota’s oldest Jewish pioneer cemetery has been added to the National Register of Historic Places.
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 Photo composite – by Hal Ettinger (of blessed memory) Sons of Jacob Cemetery, as seen in 2004, was established in 1883 by the Garske Colony

The Sons of Jacob cemetery in Garske, in the state’s northeast, served a community of about 100 Jewish homesteaders from Eastern Europe. A group of descendants and locals applied to  the state historical society for the national register; their application was approved by the National Park Service on June 5, the Bismarck Tribune reported Thursday.


“I think it’s about the significance and having something that was almost forgotten to come to the forefront again,” Shirley LaFleur, who wrote the application, told the Tribune. “This is an agricultural region, but we don’t usually think about the Jewish settlers as being farmers.”


The Jewish homestead lasted from 1883 to 1925. The cemetery includes 17 graves and 13 markers, and saw its last burial in 1935. Abandoned, the cemetery was rededicated by descendants of the homesteaders in the early 2000s.


The Garske cemetery is one of nine rural Jewish cemeteries in the state, according to the Tribune.

Reprinted from the June 23, 2017 website of the JTA (Jewish Telegraph Agency.)

Don’t Forget About Who Feeds the Elephants!
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In a Shiur on Emuna Daily, Rabbi David Ashear, pointed out that a study had been done in order to determine how much it costs a zoo to maintain an elephant on a monthly/annual basis. The conclusion: On an average it costs a zoo $5,000 per month, or $60,000 annually--in order to sustain an elephant! Multiply this by the thousands upon thousands of elephants all over the world--and it gives us an inkling of how Hashem freely sustains the world and the universe!


In a similar Mashal, Rabbi Ashear related how a few crumbs of dry bread could turn an ant colony into “billionaires.” With our awareness of how Hashem sustains everything from the elephant to the ant without a whisk of concern, we should draw chizuk on how Hashem sustains and could sustain us--and that everything that occurs with regard to our sustenance as well as all else is B’Hashgacha Pratis--personalized for our life!

Reprinted from the June 27, 2017 Hakhel Community Awareness Email.

Additional Note on Ants: Shlomo HaMelech teaches us (Mishlei 6:6): “Leich El Nemalah Atzel Re’eih Deracheha Vechachom--go to the ant, lazy one, see her ways and become wise.�


Someone who had previously owned an exterminating company shared with us an amazing insight. All of the other animals that he dealt with look for food, and when it finds food-- takes it for himself, and himself alone. However, the ant immediately takes the food that it comes upon and brings it to his fellow ants. 
Shlomo HaMelech, then, may be teaching us that an atzel may not necessarily be a lazy person--but may be someone who acts--even energetically--but only for himself. One is to study the ant in order to learn how he should act with alacrity, energy and enthusiasm--not only to help himself (for he may still be an atzel if he does so)--but to help others as well--as he helps himself!

Reprinted from the June 27, 2017 Hakhel Community Awareness Email.

Pearls of Chesed (Kindness)


King Shaul did not actually kill the Givonites, but he was held accountable as if he did so, since he destroyed the city of Nov, from which the Givonites earned their livelihood. 


If King Shaul was held accountable for the indirect damages of his sin, how much more so are we credited with the indirect benefit of our mitzvos. A person who does a favor that enables someone else to earn a livelihood is credited with all the benefit enjoyed by that person’s family from then on. [Excerpted from The Concise Ahavas Chesed The Classic Work of the Chofetz Chaim Adapted to a Daily Learning Schedule in English by Rabbi Asher Wasserman, Shlita]

Reprinted from the June 27, 2017 Hakhel Community Awareness Email.

Agudath Israel Applauds Israeli Cabinet Decision

To Freeze Kotel Plan
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Agudath Israel of America released the following statement today:


The Israeli Cabinet’s decision to not upend the status quo of normative, traditional Jewish religious worship at the Kotel Maaravi, or Western Wall, is a prudent and proper one.


The Kotel was a place of peace and Jewish devotion for decades after its liberation in 1967. That peace was shattered, and the holy place turned into a place of protest in the guise of prayer, by Women of the Wall and its allies overseas. That has been a tragedy.


Every man and woman can, as always, pray privately and with genuine emotion at the site. But maintaining a standard for vocal public prayer is only sensible and proper. That standard, since 1967, has been halacha, codified Jewish religious law. 


Those determined to “liberalize” Jewish practice are free to do what they wish in their own synagogues. To cause anguish and anger to the thousands of traditional Jews who regularly pray at the Kotel, however, is not what any Jew should ever wish to do.


Rather than balkanize the Kotel so that feminist groups today – and, in the future, other groups with their own social agendas – can promote their causes, the Kotel should be preserved as a place of Jewish unity. As it has been for half a century.

Reprinted from the June 27, 2017 website of Matzav.com

Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz zt”l:

An Appreciation –

By R. Yair Hoffman
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Perhaps his email said it all, “Meir at Mesorah dot com.”


This is because, perhaps more so than any individual in the past 800 year, Rabbi Meir Zlotowitz zt”l brought back Jewish people to their Mesorah – their birthright of Talmud, their yerusha of Torah.


Rabbi Zlotowitz and his partner in a remarkable revolution, Rabbi Nosson Sherman ylc”t, achieved something that others could only dream about. Rabbi Yisroel Salanter, founder of the Mussar Movement, envisioned that perhaps one day there could be a translation of the entire Bavli. Reb Meir made it happen.


And, as everyone knows, it wasn’t just Gemorah. The Artscroll Mishnayos project is a masterful work. There is the Siddur, the Chumash, the Yerushalmi, the Midrashim. There is the Yom Kippur Katan siddur. There is the beautiful Tisha b’Av kinnos. Indeed, Artscroll has well over 2000 different titles – each one unique and exceptional. Because of Rabbi Zlotowitz, English speakers are now privy to the depths of the Talmud, the shmuessim of Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz zt”l, Rav Nosson Tzvi Finkel zt”l, and others, the insights on Tefila of Rav Shimon Schwab, the Chofetz Chaim on lashon harah and the crystal clear yet deep expositions of halachos by such Poskim as Rav Binyomin Forst and Rav Simcha Bunim Cohen.


There is not an English speaking Torah home in America that does not possess a sefer that Rabbi Zlotowitz had published.


Indeed, there is almost no aspect or field of the oeuvre of Torah literature that was not re-introduced to Klal Yisroel in a language that they could understand – and with an unprecedented scholarship as well.


It could not have happened without “Meir being Meir.”


When he made up to do something, he did it. And at almost every juncture or interval, his vision was initially dismissed as sheer madness. Yet his perseverance enabled him to achieve the well-nigh impossible. Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman, initially, was not a supporter of the Artscroll Gemorah project. He feared that people would no longer horveh on unfolding the latent processes of reasoning in the Gemorah when it was handed to them on a plate. After he saw the Artscroll Hebrew Yerushalmi, Rav Shteinman changed his mind. Reb Meir was there and shared a picture of Rav Shteinman giving shiur out of the Schottenstein Yerushalmi. Rav Elyashiv zt”l as well learned out of the ArtScroll Hebrew edition. Reb Meir shared the picture with a number of people.


Meir had a remarkable gift of writing and presenting complex aspects of Torah to the reader so that the reader could truly comprehend it.


He was larger than life. He had enormous creativity, passion and drive combined with a fantastic sense of humor.


His sense of humor was not just profound – it was at time, rip-roaring. Once in shul, Reb Meir had fainted into the lap of someone sitting next to him. The atmosphere was tense and grim. People were concerned. When he came to, Reb Meir realized what had happened. He gathered up all his energy and yelled out, “Kohanim arois!”


The entire shul burst out in laughter. Even when ill, this was Meir being Meir.


One Shabbos during Parshas Zachor he approached a young child who knew he was the publisher of ArtScroll. He whispered to the young man, “Come here. I work at ArtScroll. I know whether it is really zachar Amalek or zaicher Amalek .But I’m not telling anyone.”


Reb Meir had a kindness and generosity of spirit that endeared him to people. When people were down on their luck, he not only helped them – he lifted their spirits by treating them with the utmost respect –as equals. He was a friend to those who did not have friends. He understood pain. He was a kindred spirit to Ronnie Greenwald, a”h. And they were good friends as well. They worked on numerous projects together – helping others, helping Klal Yisroel.


He also had a deep and abiding relationship and friendship with the gedolei Torah of the last generation and of the current one. And they were his friends as well. One leading Gadol saw him, uncharacteristically feeling down. Reb Meir confided in him that he did not think he could continue with his dream of translating Shas into English. He was having enormous difficulty finding a sponsor for the second volume. The Gadol encouraged him and loaned him $25,000 in order that he could continue.

But how did it all start?


Reb Meir was a talmid of Meisvta Tiferes Yerushalayim. He was a talmid muvhak of Rav Moshe zt”l and later of Reb Dovid his son. His relationship with Reb Dovid became very close. They would speak each erev Shabbos.


After leaving yeshiva, Reb Meir entered the business world in the printing of brochures, invitations and kesuvos. In the meantime, he learned and continued in the high level of Torah scholarship that he had done while in Yeshiva.


Reb Nosson Sherman, his partner at Artscroll, once told me that the ArtScroll revolution actually happened as part of the aftermath of a tragedy that happened in 1975. Meir Fogel z”l was a rebbi in a yeshiva who was a close friend of Meir Zlotowitz. He passed away in his sleep one night as a young man – he had married but had not had children. Reb Meir Zlotowitz was so distressed that wanted to do something in memory of his friend – to give him a legacy. He had the idea of doing a translation and commentary of Megillas Esther that would be completed by the sheloshim.


Reb Meir asked Reb Nosson Sherman, a principal at Karlin Stolin to edit it and add an introduction—which turned out to be the first ArtScroll publication.


The publication caught on and went through many printings before the first Purim. There was nothing like it before. It was a need that had not been recognized. They were encouraged to continue such work by the leading Gedolim – Rav Moshe and Rav Yaakov. Soon they embarked upon the rest of the Megilos too.


Reb Meir himself then penned an incredible commentary and anthology on Bereishis. The rest was history.


Reb Nosson Sherman remarked that it would be fair to say, “No Meir Fogel – no ArtScroll.


This is not to say that ArtScroll would not have existed.

ArtScroll was originally a graphic arts company. Reb Meir was talented and artistic. He created beautiful Invitations and Kesuvos. Indeed, he was a perfectionist. These talents he would later use to create the masterpieces that the ArtScroll publishing house was soon to bring forth to the world.


One year on Yomim Noraim, Reb Meir had difficulty following which particular section to say. He commented, “That’s it. Next year I am coming out with a Rosh HaShana Machzor that is clear. And then he did.


Gedolim recognized the revolution that he had wrought and that all Talmidei Chachomim were the beneficienaries. Recently, Reb Meir spent an hour with the Belzer Rebbe on his last trip to Eretz Yisroel.


A number of years ago, Reb Meir showed remarkable personal strength. He had taken it upon himself to lose quite a number of pounds. He successfully kept it off. The loss of weight imbued him with a greater dignity. People commented that they did not at first recognize him.


A mere five weeks ago, he had trouble with his hip. He had suffered with arthritis for a while. That brought the realization that there was trouble with internal bleeding and issues of the liver. After transferring to NYU there were further and dire complications. The family was called in. But miraculously he recovered. By Friday he was back to his usual self. But then he started bleeding internally once again. A short while later he passed away.


Thousands of people and the Gedolei Yisroel lost a friend. And Klal Yisroel lost one of the most innovative and visionary minds of the past eight centuries.


He is survived by his wife, Mrs. Rochel Zlotowitz, and a family of bnei Torah, including their children, Reb Gedaliah Zlotowitz (who is at ArtScroll), Reb Ira Zlotowitz, Reb Boruch Zlotowitz, Reb Chaim Zlotowitz, Mrs. Estie Dicker, Mrs. Faigie Perlowitz, Mrs. Devorah Morgenstern, and Mrs. Tzivi Munk, and bli ayin hara, numerous grandchildren. Some of his grandhiclren attend TAG and Darchei Torah in Far Rockaway.


All of us should think about where Klal Yisroel would be if the ArtScroll Revolution had not happened. What would have happened if a caring young man had not decided to make an English Megilas Esther for a friend that had tragically left the world without children? Reb Meir Zlotowitz zt”l was at the forefront of restoring the Mesorh to Klal Yisroel.


He leaves Klal Yisroel with a two-fold legacy – a shining example of what a human being can accomplish if he sets his mind to doing it, and an ever-growing body of Torah-true publications that embody the highest ideals of Torah and Mussar. Reb Meir, tehei nafshecha tzrur btzror hachaim – we will all miss you.

Reprinted from this week’s edition of the 5 Towns Jewish News.

Rabbi Berel Wein on 

Parshat Chukat
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The unraveling of the destiny of the generation of Jews that left Egypt reaches its climax in the Torah reading of this week. All of the leaders of the people will not bring them to the promised land of Israel. This is true not only of the leaders of the individual tribes in the desert but even Moshe and Aharon are doomed not to witness the conquest and settlement of the Land of Israel.


The will of Heaven in this area, as in almost all other areas of life and history, remains inscrutable to us ordinary humans. We do not comprehend the punishment of Moshe and its apparent severity. Commentators to the Torah have labored along and hard over the centuries to attempt to explain this mystery but it must be admitted, that in spite of their brilliant insights, the mystery still remains.


We are left, as always, amazed and in awe at the judgment of Heaven. We are bound to accept that judgment even if it is beyond our realm of comprehension. Moshe will make numerous attempts to mitigate this decision but Heaven will not waiver in its enforcement.


This week's Torah reading generally deals with laws and commandments that are beyond comprehension, such as the ritual involving the red heifer. The punishment meted out to Moshe also fits into this category of laws and commandments from Heaven that are beyond human understanding. So there is this thread of mystery that combines to make up the contents of the Torah reading of this week.


Aside from delving into the mysterious ways that Heaven deals with our world and with us as individuals, the main task that lies before us is how to continue and strengthen ourselves physically and spiritually no matter what the results of Heaven’s judgment are.


Over the past century enormous events have overtaken the Jewish people. All of these events remain mysterious to us. Why did the Holocaust take place? Why did our generation merit the creation of a Jewish state in our ancient homeland of the Land of Israel? How has Torah study ascended to such a lofty level both in spirit and numbers in a generation of assimilation and intermarriage?


All of these questions go to the heart of Jewish existence and society in our time. And to a great extent, they are all questions for which no real answers have ever been provided. But what is clear is that instead of delving intellectually into these issues, we should rather face their consequences and attempt to positively affect opportunities and situations. Complaints and finger pointing over past mistakes will not really help us in our current struggles and challenges.


To a great extent, these attempts at hindsight and rational explanations of what is essentially beyond our understanding are futile and counterproductive. Our task is to build the future and not necessarily to try and explain the inexplicable. We are judged by what we do and accomplish and not by what we attempt to understand or explain. That is really the essential message of the Torah reading of this week.

Reprinted from this week’s website of RabbiWein.com

Appreciate It While

You Have It
By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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“The nation settled in Kadesh; Miriam died there and was buried there.  The nation had no water...” (20:1-2).

 


Why did Beneh Yisrael suddenly run out of water when Miriam died?


Rashi explains that as Beneh Yisrael traveled through the desert, a miraculous, mobile well accompanied them to ensure that they would have a constant, adequate water supply.  This well was provided in the merit of Miriam, an exceptionally righteous woman and prophetess, and once she died, the well was taken away, leaving the people without water.


The question, however, remains, why didn’t the well remain even after Miriam’s death?  Was her great merit insufficient to continue providing the nation with water even after she passed on?


The Keli Yakar (Rav Shelomo Efrayim Luntschitz of Prague, 1550-1619) offers a remarkable explanation.  He notes that when the Torah reports the death of Miriam, it simply states that she died and was buried.  No mention is made of eulogies or mourning, in contrast to the Torah’s accounts of the deaths of Aharon and Moshe, where it is explicitly mentioned that the nation wept for the loss of their leader.


It seems, the Keli Yakar observes, that the people were not moved by Miriam’s death, and did not properly eulogize or mourn for her.  They failed to appreciate the fact that their constant water supply was directly and solely due to her. G-d therefore took away the well so that the people would appreciate what an exceptionally righteous person they lost. As they did not properly appreciate the miracle of the well and Miriam’s greatness which provided it, it had to be taken away.


The Keli Yakar’s insight teaches us the importance of appreciating everything we have while we have it.  If we take everything we have for granted, then G-d is compelled to take it away, Heaven forbid, so we can appreciate just how valuable it is.


Unfortunately, we take so many things for granted in our lives.  People do not generally appreciate their vision until, G-d forbid, they or someone they know suffers vision loss.  We do not appreciate our health until, G-d forbid, we or someone we know takes ill. We do not appreciate our children until we meet a childless couple. 


Each morning, we are required to recite a series of Berachot thanking Hashem for things that may appear simple and trivial.  First and foremost, we recite “Elokai Neshama” to thank G-d for restoring our soul, for enabling us to wake up in the morning.  We recite the Beracha of “Poke’ah Ivrim” to thank Him for our eyesight, “Malbish Arumim” to thank Him for our clothing, “Zokef Kefufim” to thank Him for allowing us to stand up straight, and “She’asa Li Kol Sorki” to thank Him for our shoes.  We receive all these gifts, and so many more, each and every day, and our Sages who composed the liturgy wanted to ensure that we thank G-d for each one of them.


These blessings, like most of our blessings, are not fully appreciated until they are taken away from us.  I once saw somebody I know running out of a burning building in a bathrobe; he was at the gym when a fire erupted, and he had no time to put on his clothes.  This is when I appreciated the Beracha of “Malbish Arumim.” 

When we hear of somebody who wrenched his back during the night, we appreciate the Beracha of “Zokef Kefufim.” The Beracha of “She’asa Li Kol Sorki” came into focus for me after a bizarre experience I had once when I traveled to Mexico City to deliver a lecture in a large synagogue there. The hotel in which I stayed offered a free shoeshine service, whereby guests leave their shoes outside their room at night and then have it returned shined early the next morning.


So, I left my shoes outside the room, and when I opened my door the next morning to go to the synagogue for Shaharit and my lecture...they were not there. I went down to the lobby to meet the people who had come to take me to the synagogue, and they saw me there without any shoes. This is when I appreciated the Beracha of “She’asa Li Kol Sorki,” that even the shoes on our feet should never be taken for granted.


Rav Avigdor Miller (1908-2001) would occasionally put his head in a sink full of water for several moments, until he needed to come out of the water for air.  He explained that he wanted to feel grateful for the air we breathe at every moment of our lives. In order to truly feel appreciative, he deprived himself of air for several moments, during which time he was able to appreciate how precious the air is. 

Part of the reason why it’s so difficult for us to appreciate our blessings in life is because we’re so busy complaining about our “problems.” These “problems” are things like traffic jams, a flat tire, a head cold, a misbehaving child, or a broken piece of furniture. When our emotional energy is expended on worrying about these “problems,” we are not able to feel happy and grateful for our blessings – that we have a spouse, children, a roof over our heads, a source of livelihood, friends, clothing to wear, and so on.


One Rabbi recommended that we each compile a list of ten blessings in our life and keep this piece of paper with us when we pray the daily Amida. When we reach the Modim section, in which we thank G-d “for Your wonders and favors that are given at all times,” we should look at the list so we can be grateful for the particular blessings in our lives.  This will help us experience true gratitude, and appreciate what we have while we have it, so that the Almighty will continue showering us with these blessings and not, Heaven forbid, take them away from us.

Reprinted from this week’s website of The Edmond J. Safra Synagogue of Brooklyn.
The True Greatness

Of Moshe Rabbeinu

Adapted from the Talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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In Miriam's merit, G-d provided the Children of Israel with water from a well which accompanied them in their travels for the entire forty-year period of their wanderings through the wilderness. The Jews were also protected by the "clouds of glory" which surrounded them wherever they went, in the merit of Aaron, Moses' brother. This week's Torah portion, Chukat, tells of the passing of Miriam and how the well which G-d had given the Jews in her merit ceased to flow when she died.


The Torah relates that the Children of Israel came to Moses and Aaron and complained about this. G-d then made the well flow once more, this time in the merit of Moses.


If we skip ahead a little bit to the passing of Aaron, we see that a similar hue and cry did not erupt when the clouds of glory were taken away. These clouds, it would seem, were no less necessary to the Jews in the wilderness than the well, for they protected them from the sun and from the harsh desert winds, paved the way before them, killed the poisonous snakes and scorpions, and showed them in which direction they were to travel. Why was this not protested as vociferously as the removal of Miriam's well?


Our Sages say there were, in actuality, two different kinds of clouds which accompanied the Jews. One kind protected them from the dangerous elements, and the other type, the "clouds of glory," were solely for the purpose of "glory"--to demonstrate the honor and esteem in which the Children of Israel were held by.... G-d. 


The latter type of clouds were the ones which ceased after Aaron's death, never to return. The clouds which were necessary for the Jews' well-being in the desert were never taken away and continued to protect them as before. The Jews did not protest after Aaron passed away because they did not need those clouds of glory for their physical survival in the desert.


The question remains: If G-d made Miriam's well flow again in the merit of Moses, why did He not restore the clouds of glory which were removed after Aaron passed away? Was Moses not great enough to merit this as well?


G-d provided the well and the clouds of glory because of Miriam's and Aaron's personal merits. When they passed away the miracles they had merited logically also ceased to be. This was not the case, however, with Moses, the shepherd of the Jewish People, who cared for the needs of his flock. When the Children of Israel required something, Moses was there to provide it, not because of his personal merit, which was obviously great, but because it was needed by them.


That is why the well was restored, while the clouds of glory were not. The people needed to drink, but did not actually need the clouds, which were only in their honor. Moses, in his role as leader of the Jewish people, made sure that the Jews would not suffer from lack of water.


We also see from this the greatness of a true leader of Israel, whose concern lies only in providing the spiritual and physical needs of the Jewish people. Moses' devotion was so great, our Sages say, that the Jews continued to eat the manna, which fell in his merit, for 14 years after he himself passed away.

Reprinted from the Parshat Chukat 5752/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
Ten Commandments Monument Installed At Arkansas Capitol
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The Associated Press reports; Workers have installed a Ten Commandments monument outside Arkansas’ Capitol, two years after lawmakers approved a measure permitting the statue on state grounds.


The 6-foot-tall (1.8-meter-tall) monument was placed on the Capitol grounds early Tuesday. Opponents of the monument have said it amounts to an unconstitutional endorsement of religion and have threatened to sue.


Plans for Arkansas’ monument sparked a push by the Satanic Temple for a competing statue of Baphomet, a goat-headed, angel-winged creature accompanied by two children smiling at it. Efforts to install that display, however, were blocked by a law enacted this year requiring legislative approval before the commission could consider a monument proposal.


Arkansas’ monument is a replica of a display at the Texas Capitol that was upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court in 2005.

Reprinted from the June 27, 2017 website of Yeshiva World News.
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