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Moshe’s final heartfelt appeal to the merciful G-d of Israel is somehow refused and of no avail. He will not be allowed to enter the Land of Israel. One can only feel the bitter disappointment and frustration that he must have experienced at this response. Nevertheless, he continues in his role as teacher and leader of Israel even until his final day.


The balance of this book of Dvarim is taught to his people and to all eternity after he is aware that the greatest ambition of his life – entering the Land of Israel – has been denied to him. Though he will refer to this matter a number of times throughout this book of Dvarim, there is no further evidence of any resentment on his part to the will of G-d, as expressed to him in the Torah reading of this week.


Even though he was apparently answered in the negative this did not affect his attitude towards the Jewish people, let alone the G-d of Israel. Apparently he is comforted by the fact that he was answered and that all doubts were removed as to his status and future. The rabbis of the Talmud have taught us that there is no greater satisfaction then when all doubts regarding a given situation are removed. Even a negative response contains within it a certain measure of satisfaction at the resolution of a doubtful issue.

Being Satisfied with a Half-Full Glass


Moshe will be joined to his people for all eternity even though he will not be privileged to enter the Land of Israel with them. And this half-full glass should suffice to bring him comfort and contentment.


On the surface there appears to be relatively few times in our painful history of exile and persecution when comfort and contentment are afforded to us. We have to make do with glasses that are only half-full, physically speaking. However, the Jewish people always had an overflowing cup when it came to spirit, holiness and Torah scholarship. This was always our vessel of hope and optimism.


The Jewish people always believe that there are better days ahead. That belief alone sustains us through the darkest of times and the most perilous of situations. Hope for the future is the greatest tool for consolation in the present. Our generation has lived to see a physical and spiritual rebirth of the Jewish people, unimagined a century ago.

Confidently Dreaming of a Rebirth


But there were people then who dreamt that such a rebirth was not only possible but that it actually would take place. It was this belief, illogical as it appeared at that time, which was the source of comfort and consolation to a stricken people. It is only when grief and disappointment create a lack of hope and commitment to a better future that any meaningful form of consolation and healing is prevented.


These weeks of consolation and preparation for the great days that soon will be upon us should strengthen us in our resolve and spirit…. and will truly remain a great source of consolation for Israel and the Jewish people.

Reprinted from the Parshat Va’etchanan 5777 website of RabbiWein.com

Attitude Matters

By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour
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Parashat Vaethanan begins with Moshe recalling the impassioned prayer he prayed asking G-d to allow him to cross into Eretz Yisrael.  G-d had decreed that Moshe would die across the Jordan River and not enter the Land of Israel together with the rest of the nation.  Moshe prayed that the decree be annulled, but G-d declined his request.


Our Sages teach that Moshe actually recited 515 prayers begging for permission to enter Eretz Yisrael, and G-d still denied his request.  Instead, He told Moshe that he should climb to the mountaintop overlooking Eretz Yisrael and take a good look at the special land which G-d would be giving to Beneh Yisrael.


At first glance, G-d’s response to Moshe seems harsh, if not cruel. G-d of course had His reasons for denying Moshe’s request, but why did He then instruct Moshe to gaze into the land? Wasn’t this just a “tease”? Imagine after fasting an entire day somebody comes along and places a delicious, fresh pastry right in front of our eyes, and tells us we can only look at it. Wouldn’t that be cruel? What purpose was there for Moshe to look into the land in which he so desperately wanted to live?


There is a concept in Judaism that a person can be credited for a Misva which he does not actually perform. If somebody truly wishes to do a certain Misva, but circumstances do not allow him to do so, he receives credit as though he performed that Misva. In light of the practical barrier that prevents him from doing the Misva, his sincere desire to fulfill the Misva suffices, and he is regarded as actually having done it.


The Gemara teaches that Moshe yearned to enter Eretz Yisrael not to enjoy its material benefits, but to fulfill the special Misvot that can be performed only there.  And this might explain why G-d told Moshe to look into the land. Gazing into Eretz Yisrael would increase Moshe’s desire to go there and fulfill the Misvot.  G-d wanted Moshe to feel such a genuine longing for the Misvot of Eretz Yisrael that he would be credited with having done them, even though he would not be entering the land. This was not cruel; to the contrary, it was to Moshe’s benefit.


It occasionally happens that a person is about to leave for an important Misva – such as Minyan, a Shiur, to help a friend, or to help out in a community event – and then something unexpected comes up. Maybe the car doesn’t start, an urgent problem came up in the office, something breaks at home, etc. A person can nevertheless be credited with the Misva if he or she genuinely feels disappointed. If we truly wish we could do the Misva, then we receive the credit even if practically it does not work out.


When it comes to Misvot, attitude matters at least as much as the bottom-line performance. What’s important is not just how much we accomplish, but how much we want and try to accomplish. And this desire comes from an appreciation of the inestimable value of Misvot, a realization of just how precious each and every Misva is. If we bear in mind the worth and significance of every Misva, then we will be sincerely driven to accomplish more – and we will then be credited even for the Misvot we are unable to perform.

Reprinted from the Parshat Vaethanan 5777 website of the Edmund J. Safra Synagogue of Brooklyn, of which Rabbi Mansour is the spiritual leader.

Living with The Times
The Importance of Teaching Torah to Children

Adapted from the works of

Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, zt”l

The Lubavitcher Rebbe.
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This week's Torah portion, Va'etchanan, speaks about the mitzva of learning Torah, and contains the verse "...and you shall teach them to your children, to speak in them." In general, the mitzva of learning Torah consists of two separate commandments: The obligation each person has to learn Torah himself, and the obligation to teach Torah to others, especially one's children.


Although a person might naturally think that the mitzva of learning Torah oneself takes precedence over that of teaching others, we find that the opposite is true. Both Maimonides' writings and the Shulchan Aruch begin the section on the laws covering the learning of Torah with the duty each parent has to teach his children. Why is this the case? And furthermore, how can a person teach others before he himself is well versed enough in the subject matter?


We learn from the emphasis on teaching children the proper approach we must have when we begin to learn Torah, G-d's Divine wisdom and blueprint for the world. To understand this, let us examine the difference between Torah learning and the performance of mitzvot.


When a Jew does a mitzva he effects a change in the physical world, elevating and making holy the physical objects he uses in the mitzva's performance. The practical performance of the mitzva is therefore more important than the intentions and meditations of the person doing the deed, for the action itself serves to bring spiritual illumination into the world.


Torah learning, on the other hand, serves to refine and elevate the individual. When a Jew studies Torah his intellect becomes united with the G-dly wisdom contained in the Torah and causes him to be a G-dly person whose thoughts are those of holiness. The essence of learning Torah is therefore the humility and self-nullification one must feel before even approaching it to learn. In order to learn Torah properly one must have the sincere desire to understand G-d's wisdom without seeking self-aggrandizement or having other ulterior motives.


Before a Jew learns Torah he must subjugate his own ego and ask, what does the Torah itself want from me? Without this prerequisite, say our Sages, Torah learning can even be detrimental and become a "poisonous drug."


Emphasizing the duty to teach our children before we ourselves learn the Torah stresses that our goal is not merely the acquisition of knowledge, for the mind of a young child cannot possibly grasp the greatness of what he is learning. 
Our goal is, however, to cultivate and emulate the child's purity and innocence with regard to how he learns the Divinely written words. We must likewise approach the Torah in the same way, and not try to "fit" what we have learned into the preconceived, jaded view of the world we sometimes acquire as we grow older. All of us, no matter how old we are, are like young children to our Father in Heaven.

Reprinted from Issue 228, Parshat Vaeschanan 5752/1992 of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication for Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.
Rabbi Yisroel Reisman

On Parshas Vaeschanan
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Rabbi Yisroel Reisman

I just returned from Eretz Yisrael and I still have the warm feeling of Eretz Yisrael, always an incredible place. It is painful to me. It seems to me that the people here don’t have the idealism that exists in Eretz Yisrael, not at all. 

We don’t have the idealism that we should have. Over there in Eretz Yisrael there is a certain sense, an expectation that if somebody does not learn properly, does not have proper Sedorim, there is something wrong. There is an understanding that on Shabbos afternoon if you have time you go to the Bais Medrash. It is not that you go for an hour. It is that that is where people belong. There is a certain idealism. 

Then you come to America and when I get here I see advertisements for ice cream pops. Imagine what it looked like in Eretz Yisrael getting an American magazine in middle of a war and seeing advertisements of pictures of steaks, pictures of barbeques… How difficult, how painful it is the state that we are here in this country. 

Our focus is on Gashmios and once in a while we do the Ribbono Shel Olam a favor and we serve HKB”H as well. It shouldn’t be that way, it really shouldn’t be that way. We need to have first and foremost our understanding that we are serving the Ribbono Shel Olam, that we are serving HKB”H. 

Once we have that, the fact that we can have Gashmios too is fine. This tremendous focus on all the Gashmius that our society has, on all the fancy food that we have, is not good, it is not the way that it ] should be. We could do better. We definitely could do better. We should do better. We should look to serve HKB”H, when we have free time to use that time. 

When we have time for one reason or another when we are not at work, to use that day in the Bais Medrash. When it is a time of Milchama should it be that we are Yotzei with the three Kappitalach Tehiilim that we say (at the end of Davening) when we are running out? 

Shouldn’t the Bais HaMedrash be full at night or at least more full during a time of war than any other time? It is painful. You know, there are Baalei Teshuvah in Eretz Yisrael much more than there are Baalei Teshuvah here. In Eretz Yisrael there is idealism. 

Over here it is Parnasah first and ideals second. We need to change that. We need to change it very very much. To be the people that we could be. To be the Bnei Torah that we are ascribed to be. When we were Bnei Torah in the Yeshiva and we went out to work, we went out to work because we needed to go out to work not because we wanted to go to work. 

Anyway, those are my few words, my few words of pain that I have as I come back to a beautiful community, a community that has such an Ahava for the Ribbono Shel Olam, an Ahava for Klal Yisrael. We need really to get our priorities first. 

As the Novominske Rebbe put it last night at the Asifa. He said there is an Ikkur and a Taaful not only in Hilchos Berachos there is an Ikkur and a Taaful in life. You have to know what your Ikkur is and you have to know what your Taaful is. With that, have a Hatzlacha. The Ikkur is what we do to put away for Olam Habo. The Taaful is what we do that unfortunately doesn’t stay with us. That is an Olam Hazeh thing. We need to remember that. 

With that, I wish everybody a wonderful meaningful Shabbos. A Shabbos Nachamu that is not based on wearing shorts and tee shirts. It is based on having a Nechama and maybe sitting down and learning the Haftorah with Rashi, Radak, maybe with the Malbim. You had so many Shabbos Nachamus in your life, did you ever think of it? We can be better, should be better, and we will be better. Let’s hope that these few days of Shalom will continue as days of Shalom for Klal Yisrael, and days of Aliyah for all of us. A Gutten Shabbos! 

Reprinted from the Va’eschanan 5774 email of Rabbi Yisroel Reisman.

Rav Avigdor Miller on Nixon, Trump and There’s Nothing New Under the Sun
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QUESTION: Is President Nixon an ohev Yisroel? Does he love the Jewish People?

ANSWER: Well, that's a very big order to expect of a Gentile. The question we ask is: How much is a Gentile not a hater of the Jews? And therefore, I think that on that question he would pass. President Nixon is not a sonei Yisroel.

And since I understand what you're getting at, I presume that I will have to speak a few words on this subject of President Nixon. But I'll make it brief because we already spoke about it at length. And I'm going to ask all the people who are with me, to sign the petition supporting the President that I will be circulating as soon as the lecture is finished. 


Nothing has been brought forward to demonstrate that President Nixon ever did anything wrong. The radio and the newspapers have said so many things, they have hinted at so many things, that by this time the public is thoroughly confused. The public in America has no mind of its own because everyone thinks along with the media. That's a fact. And therefore, the people have, unfortunately, gone along with the radical liberals, the iconoclasts and the vandals who are trying to tear down, not only the President - don't think it's this President that's the problem - they want to tear down anything of authority. 

Before President Nixon, do you know how much trouble there was about Vietnam?! And he didn't start the Vietnam War. It was a Democrat regime that started the Vietnam War. But Nixon was blamed for it, and that blame carried over to everything else. 

And therefore, as I explained last week, we should have some humility. Let's understand that we do not have such independent minds. Let's admit that we're very much influenced by the radio and television announcers. And let's turn to our great Torah teachers who don't listen to radio all day long, who don't look at television and who don't read newspapers.


They learn Torah all day long. And they'll tell us the verdict of the Torah - what does Hakodesh Baruch Hu want of us? And they've told us in no uncertain terms: - Pray for the welfare of the government. The government means the President and the whole government behind him.


`And don't think that our great teachers don't understand. Don't think that they have closed eyes. What you have in your brain, and in all the brains of all the other Jews put together, is nothing compared to what our Roshei Yeshivas and Gedolei Ha'Rabbonim have in a fingernail. 


Now, that's a big order for you American Jews to accept. American Jews think that they're smart. Everyone thinks he's smart. He thinks the Rabbis are all numbskulls. And the extreme opposite is the truth. You American Jews, you - the ones who are here - are among the best we have, and still, you have no brains in your heads except for what's put in by the newspapers. That's the truth! 


And therefore, let's lean back and relax, let's rely on the Torah sages. They told us to back the President and to pray for him. You'll get a mitzvah. And Hakodesh Baruch Hu will reward you for it. Don't rely on your own seichel (intelligence)

Reprinted from the August 2, 2017 email of torasavigdor.com [Tape #46]

Torah Novel Thoughts by Anonymous Writer Offers Fascinating Insights

By Daniel Keren

(“TNT Torah Novel Thoughts: Weekly Torah Bombshells with Explosive Insights and Incredible Stories” by Anonymous, 778 pages, Jewish Publishing House)
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Many of the people I know who have gotten copies of ‘TNT – Torah Novel Thoughts” by a Mr. Anonymous all have their own ideas of who the author might be. The first edition was published in time for Chanukah 5775 in December 2014, and the third enhanced edition that I have came out in time for Shavous this year.


In his dedication, the author explains that he is the child of Holocaust survivors and was strongly influenced by the examples of his parents’ “perseverance and faith in Hashem, G-d, despite their years in the Nazi-created hell.” One can clearly see from the writings of the anonymous author that he sincerely feels a strong sense of obligation to Klal Yisroel, the Jewish nation and that he hopes his book will inspire others to come closer to Hashem.


As he writes in the opening note of his massive but-easy-to-read 778 page book, “Our neshomas are [like a car one leases] also on lease. Every scratch or bang effects its purity. Smart people continuously repair or cleanse it in this world through teshuva.


“Every car needs maintenance of some sort. The neshomah too, needs maintenance. Without Torah study, enhancing one’s daily davening, and working on one’s character traits, the neshoma falls into disarray. Just like a leased car can be made to shine again upon its return [to the leasing company] so too, our sullied souls can be re-polished in this world, avoiding a painful polishing after 120 years.”


Obviously, the author, Mr. Anonymous believes and rightly so, that incredible stories and insights can do much to inspire the reader to polish his or her soul and that his book, :TNT Torah Novel Thoughts: Weekly Torah Bombshells” have that ability to awaken with a neshoma dulled by the material excesses of this world, the desire to focus on one’s true spiritual purpose in life.


The large book is broken up into easy to digest sections on each parsha in the weekly Torah reading, as well as for the holidays. This writer began reading them a few weeks ago and found them perfect at the Shabbos table, for all three meals.

In the section for this week’s parsha – Devorim, the anonymous author writes:


“…In a speech given in the mid-1970’s in Boro Park, Rabbi Moshe Teitelbaum, zt”l, the Berach Moshe of Satmar (then the Sigheter Rebbe), mentioned a similar idea relevant to our own times. He told of how, in the aftermath of the Second World War but before the establishment of the modern State of Israel, he asked his uncle, Rabbi Yoel of Satmar, if he thought a Jewish state would arise.


“Rabbi Yoel replied that the answer was dependent on who controlled the land. Had the Arabs been in control, the Jews would have been unable to take over, as the Zohar (Shemos 32) states that due to their incomplete circumcision, the Arabs are destined to rule the Land of Israel in its desolate state until the merit of Ishmael, their ancestor, is exhausted. However, the Rebbe continued, since the British were currently the rulers of the land, a Jewish state would arise.


“This does not mean to say that the Satmar Rebbe supported the Zionist cause; as is well known, he, along with the vast majority of Torah sages, opposed Zionism vehemently. The founding Zionists were sworn atheists, bent on the destruction of Torah Judaism, who wanted to create a Hebrew-speaking Portugal with Jewish culture but totally divested of its Torah roots.


“Nonetheless, for all his staunch opposition to Zionism, the Satmar Rebbe never let his political opinions dilute his love for his fellow Jews. Whenever American politicians visited him in order to receive his blessing, he would inquire regarding their support of Israel and its security needs and encourage them to do what they could to strengthen Israel’s defensive capabilities.


“Explaining the seeming contradiction, the Rebbe would say that even when there is a disagreement between members of the family, we don’t want to see anyone in the family get hurt.”

On the back cover, the anonymous Author is described as “a lifelong non-conformist Activist, who strives to be a full time, Jew, husband, father and grandfather. His greatest nachas is watching his next generation bask in the light of Torah despite living in a world sinking in darkness. For over forty year the author has been active in fighting the opponents of our faith in a clandestine mode. For this reason the author has chosen to remain anonymous.”


TNT the title of Mr. Anonymous’ book is a reference to dynamite, a powerful explosive that can be used either for constructive construction purposes or G-d forbid for destructive military activities. Obviously the author hopes to utilize the great power of his selected Torah novel thoughts to inspire readers to try and purify their neshomas and come closer to Hashem’s Torah, Klal Yisroel and world in general.


While some copies of “TNT Torah Novel Thoughts” have been placed in certain shuls for people to freely take home and read, the book is not available for sale in Jewish bookstores, but can be purchased exclusively on amazon.com
Reprinted from the July 29, 2017 edition of the Jewish Connection.
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