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When is Pay-Day?

By Rabbi David Ashear
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Our Parnasa  is from Hashem. Not only does Hashem decide how much money we make, but also when we are going to get it. Some make a steady income, while others only every few months. Some don't know when they're going to make money; others are paid late, while some are paid on time, and some even early. 


It's all determined by Hashem. A person can go months without making a dollar, and then, in one day, make enough for a whole year. We don't have control over any of this. Hashem knows what we need and when we need it. If we trust Him and live happily no matter what He has chosen for us, we'll be doing our jobs properly.


The Sefer Emunah Shelemah tells the story of a man, Yosef, who was very artistic. His Parnasa came from making very unique Sukkah decorations. He would spend most of the year making them and a month and a half selling them. His store was in a very popular tourist location in Israel, and his product was exquisite and very expensive. He worked hard and made enough money in that month and half to last him for almost the whole year.


One year, he came to open his store, as usual, before Sukkot, but this time, he saw another Sukkah decoration store right near his. It was new and creative. The owner was American and was able to attract the tourists. Yosef tried to stay strong with Emunah, telling himself that Parnasa is מן השמים-from Heaven.


But, he did much less business, and a week before Sukkot, when his store would normally be bustling, it was basically empty. He kept trying to strengthen himself with Emunah, but Erev Sukkot came, and he was still left with the bulk of his expensive decorations. He sat and recited Tehillim from the bottom of his heart.


With a few hours remaining to sundown, a couple walked in and explained that they had a one-of-a-kind Sukkah, which was visited by people from all over the world. It was normally ready and decorated weeks in advance. However, this year, something collapsed on the Sukkah two days earlier, and it was ruined. 


They were able to get new walls and Sechach, but their main attraction was the very expensive imported decorations, which were ruined. They had been told that this store might have what they were looking for. They looked around and were very impressed. Although the decorations were very expensive, money was no object to these people. They bought almost everything, and invited Yosef to come to their Sukkah on Chol Hamoed.


When they left, Yosef closed his store, sat down and cried to Hashem tears of gratitude for this amazing last second Yeshua. He went into the holiday filled with joy. That one-of-a-kind Sukkah really did attract people from all over. They were so  impressed with the decorations that Yosef began receiving many orders in advance from people in different countries, and his business became better than ever. 


Hashem helps people in many ways. Sometimes, He gives a big Yeshua, and sometimes it's small, but it's always soothing to know that Hashem is in charge at all times.


A rabbi who teaches in Yeshiva told me that on the last day of school this year, he was driving back to the city where he lived and his tire blew out. He had to have his car towed to a repair shop. The owner, who looked Jewish, told him the price would be $175 plus tax, for a total of $189.65. 


The rabbi then asked him, "Do you believe in Hashem?" He answered, "Yes I do. Why do you ask?" 


The rabbi said, "Today was my last day of school, and four students came over to me, each giving me a gift. One gave me a hundred dollar bill, one gave me a fifty and two gave me twenties, totaling $190, exactly what I need to fix this tire." The owned was impressed.


My relative told me that he had a bill to pay for twelve thousand dollars. On the day it was due, he received a call from his broker that he was able to purchase shares of an IPO which he put in a bid for months before, and it opened up significantly higher that day. My relative instructed his broker to sell, and he made a profit of exactly twelve thousand dollars. My relative said thank you to Hashem for paying that bill.


Hashem is always taking care of us. Even when we don't have exactly what we need, it's only because that's what's best for us at that time.

Reprinted from the June 29, 2017 email of Emuna Daily.
What Does Hashem

Want from Me?

By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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One of the great personalities of the Jewish people was Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, the Kedushas Levi, Zt”l, Zy”a.  I would like to share with you, my dear readers, a fascinating event that transpired in his synagogue one Yom Kippur.  
This incident is recorded in full in the sefer Nifla’osecha Asicha and it conveys a profound insight into what Hashem expects from us.  Before starting the story, it is important to understand that Reb Levi Yitzchok was vested with Ruach haKodesh, Divine inspiration.


At the end of the fast one Yom Kippur, everyone was filing by him to get a blessing for a good year.  When it came the turn of a certain fine yeshiva lad, Rav Levi Yitzchak complimented him that his prayers this particular Yom Kippur made quite an impact in Heaven.


The yungerman looked up in surprise and said, “The Rebbe knows what my prayers were?”


The Rav smiled and said yes.  “By maariv of Kol Nidre, you asked Hashem to provide you with 120 golden coins for the year so that you should be able to learn Torah diligently without worry or interruption.  However, in the shacharis prayer the next morning, you told Hashem that you were worried that if he gives you the 120 in one shot, you might slack off.  So you asked instead that he should give you 60 now and 60 after Pesach.  During mincha, upon further reflection, you said that also might be too risky and instead you asked Hashem for 10 golden coins each month.  Finally, during Neilah, you said to Hashem, ‘Perhaps it would be safest if You just gave me two and a half gold coins each week.’ ”


The yungerman nodded with amazement and told the Rav, “Indeed, those were my exact prayers!  Since the Rav knows so much, can the Rav tell me if my prayers were accepted?” 


Rav Levi Yitzchak turned to him and said, “The premise of your requests was your confidence that Hashem wants you to be learning the entire day.  How can you be so sure that that is what Hashem wants from you?  Perhaps Hashem values your longing and pangs to learn Torah when you aren’t able to do so, more than your Torah learning itself.


“Or, it could be that Hashem wants a fine yungerman like you to be in the workplace to serve as an example for others of how a Torah yungerman is supposed to comport himself. 


“Finally, who says that Hashem wants you to have 120 pieces of gold and learn Torah for 14 hours a day with ease?  Perhaps He wants you to have a hard day at work and then for you to fight sleep from your eyes and learn with great difficulty one hour in the evening!  For, in Avos d’Rav Nosson, it states that ‘Yafa sha’ah achas b’tzar m’meia sha’os shelo b’tzar – One hour of learning with difficulty and distress equals 100 hours of Torah study with ease.  It then turns out that instead of 120 golden pieces and 14 hours of learning, you end up with the equivalent of 100 hours of learning instead.”


“What a profound anecdote!  The moral of the story is that we never can truly know what Hashem wants from us at any given time.  We do ask Hashem in the morning, “Al tivieinu… lo lidei nisoayon,” that He should not test us.  But it’s important to know that in every situation that we find ourselves, we should remember the verse, “B’chol derachecha dei’eihu – In all of your ways acknowledge Him, V’hu yiyasher orchosecha – and He will straighten out your path.  


May we always merit to find favor in the Eyes of Hashem thereby to be blessed with long life, good health, and everything wonderful.

Please learn and daven for the refuah sheleima of Miriam Liba bas Devorah, b’soch shaar cholei Yisroel. 
Reprinted from the June 21, 2017 website of The VUES.
Vizhnitz Girls’ School Fails Three Inspections for Refusing To Teach LGBT Issues

By the JNi.Media




The Vizhnitz Girls' School in north London


The Vizhnitz  Girls’ School in north London, catering to 212 students, has failed three inspections conducted by the UK’s Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted), on the grounds it did not meet requirements set out in the Equalities Act. Ofsted reported that students were “shielded from learning about certain differences between people, such as sexual orientation,” The Telegraph reported on Sunday.


Vizhnitz is a Hasidic dynasty founded by Rabbi Menachem Mendel Hager of Vyzhnytsia, a town in present-day Ukraine (which back then was in Austrian Bukovina). As a matter of course, Vizhnitz devotes little or no time to learning about sexual orientation, other than those well-known verses in Leviticus that frown on guys behaving like girls.


According to The Telegraph, Inspectors visiting the Vizhnitz Girls School last month said the Orthodox school does not give its students “a full understanding of fundamental British values.” It turns out that the students were not being taught about LGBT issues such as “sexual orientation,” which puts the school in breach of the equality laws.


“This restricts pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and does not promote equality of opportunity in ways that take account of differing lifestyles,” the Ofsted inspectors reported, pointing out that the students are being “shielded from learning about certain differences between people, such as sexual orientation.” As a result, “pupils have a limited understanding of the different lifestyles and partnerships that individuals may choose in present-day society.”


At the same time, the inspectors also noted that “the school’s culture is, however, clearly focused on teaching pupils to respect everybody, regardless of beliefs and lifestyle.”


Ofsted argues that while UK schools are not expected to “promote” ideas about sexual orientation, they are expected to “encourage pupils’ respect for other people, paying particular regard to the protected characteristics set out in the 2010 Equalities Act.”


The Equality Act 2010 requires equal treatment in access to employment as well as private and public services, regardless of the protected characteristics of age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation.


In other words, in its citing of the Vizhnitz girls’ school, Ofsted chose to overlook the protection of their religion or belief under the Equality Act 2010, in favor of the sexual orientation clause. Someone should tell the Queen.


Or, as Gill Robins of the Christians in Education group put it: “All equalities are equal but some equalities are more equal than others. Ofsted has revealed its true agenda. It doesn’t matter how good your school is in all other respects – simply refusing to teach very young children about gender reassignment will lead to your closure.”


Yes, we didn’t mention that part: should you see this as yet another quirky Brits story, you may wish to consider that UK private schools which fail to meet Ofsted’s requirements for “spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils” face closure.

Reprinted from the June 27, 2017 email of The Jewish Press.
Living with The Times

The Connection Between King David and Moshiach

Adapted from the Talks of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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The prophecy of the gentile, Bilaam, which appears in this week's Torah portion, Balak, is one of the rare instances where the Torah alludes to the Final Redemption that will take place with the coming of Moshiach. The prophecy begins with Bilaam's words: "Come--I will advise you against what this people will do to your people in the end of days," and describes what will take place then.

About Moshiach, Rabbi Moses Maimonides wrote: "The chapter on Bilaam prophesied about the two Moshiachs, or anointed ones. The first was King David, who saved the Jews from the hands of their enemies. The second is Moshiach who will usher in the Messianic Age by rescuing the Jewish people from the hands of Esau."


Why does Maimonides compare these two, aside from the obvious reason that Moshiach will be a direct descendant of his great-great-grandfather, King David? The Torah tells us that Moses "was the first and will be the last redeemer." Would it not, then, have been more logical to liken Moses to Moshiach when speaking of the great deliverers of Israel? There must, therefore, be another underlying, fundamental connection between King David and Moshiach which must be explored.


Maimonides emphasizes in his writings that Moshiach does not have to perform miracles in order for us to recognize who he is. He will, however, restore the sovereignty of the House of David, rebuild the Holy Temple and gather in all the Jewish exiles. The significance of the rule of the House of David is that it symbolizes a perfection in Torah and mitzvot which is impossible today. Moshiach, through his actions, will enable the Jewish people to return to the full Jewish existence they enjoyed in former years, during the reign of King David.


The role of Moshiach, then, is the restoration of Jewish integrity, and this is reflected in the laws which govern how we will recognize him. Maimonides wrote: "If a king shall arise from the House of David, speak words of Torah, both Oral and Written, be occupied in mitzvot like his forefather David, bring Israel to the ways of the Torah and adherence to its laws, fight G-d's battles, etc." Such a person, we are told, is to be considered Moshiach. Once he has succeeded in vanquishing all the enemies of the Jews, has rebuilt the Temple and gathered in all the exiles--then we shall know that he is indeed Moshiach.


This, then, is the essential link between King David and Moshiach--the restoration of a completeness which we cannot experience while in exile. The coming of Moshiach, like King David's rule before him, will remove our spiritual limitations and enable us to live a fully Jewish life.

Reprinted from the Parshat Balak 5752/1992 edition of L’Chaim Weekly, a publication of the Lubavitch Youth Organization in Brooklyn, NY.

65 Knesset Members Join Caucus on Har Hazeisim


Yerushalayim…More than half of Israel’s Knesset, representing every political faction, except for the Arab list, has now joined a caucus on the security and development of Har Hazeisim [the Mount of Olives]. Of the many Knesset caucus groups on a broad range of issues of concern to the public, the Har Hazeisim caucus is by far the largest and most diverse.


The caucus was launched by MK Yuli Edelstein, the Speaker of the Knesset, at a meeting of the leadership of the International Committee for the Preservation of Har Hazeisim (ICPHH) that included its founding chairman Avrohom Lubinsky and Malcolm Hoenlein, the Vice Chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations. MK Edelstein appointed MK Rabbi Yoav ben Zur, as the head of the caucus.
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A view of the historic Har Hazeisim (Mount of Olives) Cemetery in Jerusalem


In an historic show of support for the 3000-year old cemetery where some 150,000 Jews are buried, the 65 Knesset members that included every political party sent a strong message that Har Hazeisim is as coveted as the Kosel and Har Habayis. 


The creation of a caucus – “shdulah” – is a powerful national resolve to unite behind the holiness and importance of the historic mountain. The caucus includes such notable names as opposition leader Yitzchak “Buzzi” Herzog and Minister Yair Lapid.


A spokesman for the Speaker said that the caucus will meet in the coming weeks to discuss the security needs of the cemetery as well as other development plans. “This is a great accomplishment for the ICPHH as it continues to improve the security of Har Hazeisim,” said Mr. Lubinsky. “The creation of the caucus means that a majority of the Knesset will support ongoing security needs as well as many planned projects for the mountain.” Thousands of Jews are now routinely visiting Har Hazeisim after years of being subjected to violence and vandalism.


Har Hazeisim is the oldest surviving Jewish cemetery in the world, dating back over 3,000 years and is the resting place for over 150,000 Jews. Despite being in Israeli hands, the cemetery remained largely neglected until May 2010 when Israel’s State Controller Micha Lindenstrauss issued a stinging report on the neglect and abuse of one of Judaism’s holiest sites. 


This shocking report prompted Avrohom Lubinsky, a Brooklyn NY businessman, to create the International Committee for the Preservation of Har Hazeisim, which now has chapters in New York, Los Angles, Jerusalem, Toronto, London and Amsterdam. 


Since then, Har Hazeisim has once again become secure, encouraging tens of thousands of people to visit. The Committee is planning to build a Visitor Educational Center, restore some 23,000 graves, and continue its efforts to upgrade security, improve maintenance, and embark on other infra -structure projects.

Reprinted from the June 29, 2017 website of Matzav.com

Rabbi Berel Wein on

Parshat Balak 5777
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Old adversaries return to plague the Jewish people. Bilaam, according to Midrash, was one of the advisors to the Egyptian Pharaoh. He was the one that advocated the enslavement and eventual destruction of the Jews in Egypt. His plan was thwarted by the intervention of Heaven. Nevertheless, a substantial number of Jews were destroyed in the centuries of Egyptian bondage and slavery.


One would have thought that Bilaam would have taken the hint and relented in his efforts to destroy Israel. But as this week's Torah reading amply illustrates, he once again intensifies his hatred against the Jewish nation. But now he intends to kill them with kindness. He showers them with compliments and noble rhetoric. He wishes to lull them into believing that he is really their friend and admirer. And by so doing, he will corrupt them with the sexual immorality for which he himself is so justly famous.


The Jewish people, like all people, are moved by flattery and compliments. Everyone wants to hear others say nice things about them. In Yiddish there is a famous folk-saying that no one ever received a slap for flattering someone else. Therefore, it is no wonder that the flattering words of Bilaam are remembered and treasured by the Jewish people even until today.


We have ignored the sinister hateful message that lay behind these words and merely bask in the nice things that he said about us. But the truth is that thousands of Jews died in the desert because of him and the advice that he rendered to Balak, the Moabites and Midianites. Bilaam was truly a bitter enemy.


What I have always found difficult to understand is the motivation behind the hatred of Bilaam for the Jewish people. After all, he is a man of great intelligence and gifted with prophetic qualities. The rabbis of the Talmud even allowed him to be equated with our great teacher Moshe in certain of his qualities. He is a man of academia and of the cloth. He has wealth and honor, position and power. So why squander all of this on an irrational hatred of the people that have done him no harm and have not threatened him in any way?


This question is not restricted to the ancient Bilaam found in the Torah reading of this week. It is just as valid a question in our time, as to the attitude of certain members of academia and religious leadership. Their preoccupation with demonizing the State of Israel particularly and the Jewish people generally is baffling to any thoughtful observer of current events.


The only conclusion that can be drawn is that such hatred is beyond logical explanation and rationale argument. Bilaam serves as a prototype for much of what we see and experience in our own time. On the surface, most of our enemies decry anti-Semitism and claim to be only friendly critics, with our welfare and benefit in mind. They are full of unsolicited advice and remain almost willfully blind to the realities of the situation in which we find ourselves and must operate within. Again, Bilaam is our most insidious and consistent enemy.

Reprinted from the Parshat Balak 5777 website of RabbiWein.com

Indian Prime Minister to 
Meet With Moishe Holtzberg 

Who Survived Mumbai Terror Attack
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Photo of Moishe Holtzberg, against backdrop of photo of his martyred parents.

Nine years after the terror attack on the Chabad House in Mumbai, India, in which six people were murdered, including Rabbi Gavriel & Rivka Holtzberg HY”D, the Prime Minister of India will meet with Moishe Holtzberg, the son of Gabi and Rivki, who survived the attack with the help of his Indian caretaker, Sandra Samuel, who literally carried him to safety and escaping death.


[This] week, Indian Prime Minister Nandrude Modi will arrive in Israel for a historic and official visit, as this is the first visit by an Indian prime minister to Israel.


According to Yediot Achronot, during the three-day visit, the Indian prime minister decided to meet with little Moishe. The meeting will take place at the exhibition grounds in Tel Aviv with the participation of the Indian nanny and his grandparents.


After the attack, Moishe was transferred to his grandparents, who are raising him in Israel together with his Indian nanny Sandra, who immigrated to Israel and received an Israeli identity card.

Reprinted from the website of Yeshiva World News
Rav Avigdor Miller on the Difficult Perfect Wife
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QUESTION: I learned in the Gemara about some of the Chachamim (Sages) who had bad wives that were very troublesome and made their lives difficult. What lesson can I take from that Gemara?


ANSWER: How is it that some Amorim had bad wives who made their lives miserable? You should know, that none of them had bad wives. They all appreciated their wives. And if their wives made them miserable, they were very happy about that. You have to know that these wives were all honored by them.


A Talmid Chacham surely fulfilled the mitzvah and was always be careful to honor his wife more than he honored himself. When a wife criticizes a husband, you should know that she is doing a very great thing. Nobody will criticize this great man. Who's going to tell him the truth outside the house. And after a while he begins to think, "Maybe I really am great."


So he comes home and right away his wife deflates him. She puts a pin in his balloon and it bursts. That's a tremendous achievement. It's a shlaimas, a perfection. It's a shlaimas to be put down to size once in a while. 


So nobody had any bad wives. It never happened by the sages that they would just give a get to their wives because of that. The Sages were pleased with their wives. 


And therefore, each great man understood that Hashem had suited his wife to his own character. They understood that they were made for each other. They were made to order. And this was done for the purpose that he should grow perfectly in shlaimas. In order that he should grow in self-control, in order that he should grow in good middos, Hashem gave him a wife who is a nisoyan, challenge for him. So spends his life practicing self-control, and he becomes better and better. And when he comes to Gan Eden, he and his wife will be together in Gan Eden.


A wise man understood that his wife was important. His wife cooked for him. She gave him children. She raised the children and fulfilled her duties in the house. Together they brought up a family. There's no question that every wife [of the sages mentioned in the Gemara] did her duty in the Jewish home. Especially in the homes of Talmidei Chachamim. And therefore, there's no such thing as bad wives among the wives of the Tannaim and the Amoraim.


Even though, sometimes the wives would criticize them, or they were not obedient in some details, nevertheless in general they served a most important purpose and they were appreciated. (TAPE # E-199.)

Reprinted from the July 2, 2017 email of Toras Avigdor (torasavigdor@gmail.com)
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