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‘The Light of Mashiach’

We see the incomparable wisdom of Hashem in every facet of Creation. We stand in awe when we examine the fine details of His Chochmah and attempt to probe the Niflaos Haborei. Now, in most creatures, the development from birth to adulthood is simply an increase in size and physical maturity. A baby lamb is just an immature form of the fully grown sheep. Sometimes, however, the progression from birth to maturity entails a dramatic change of form. Watch the tadpole change from a minute fishlike creature into an adult frog. We do not hesitate to hail each creature a wondrous miracle. Not so the blind atheists who stubbornly resist that appellation. 

However, the development of the caterpillar to a butterfly leaves even a hardnosed evolutionist speechless. Its lifecycle is just too inexplicable, and against his will, the word ‘miracle’ escapes his lips. The butterfly lays its eggs on the leaves of a plant, so that when the caterpillars hatch they have food to eat. And eat they do, until a certain stage is reached. The caterpillar enters a cocoon stage where all its inner organs and outer limbs disintegrate. The caterpillar undergoes a total metamorphosis; there has been an utter  destruction of its prior life. Then within the chrysalis, a new being is born which bears no resemblance to its former existence: the butterfly – one Hashem’s most beautiful creations…

Tisha B’Av is followed by seven weeks of נחמה, nechama. The Haftaros of these seven Shabbosos bring us a strong message of comfort and consolation from Hashem. It is natural that there should be a change of mood, a shift of direction, after a period of darkness and grief. Sadness and pain can lead to depression. Recalling our national tragedies, however, is meant as a spur and stimulus to repentance. A person in a despondent state of mind can lose hope which is the antithesis of our Sages’ purpose in fixing this period of mourning. 



We can mark the exact moment when the intensity of Aveilus, mourning, begins to give way to a renewed confidence in our eventual salvation. The period of the Three Weeks begins with restrictions on music and haircutting; during the Nine Days, meat and wine are forbidden and bathing is proscribed. The week in which Tisha B’Av falls, Erev Tisha B’Av and finally the fast day itself see constantly escalating restrictions which deepen the mood of sorrow. The morning of the Taanis finds us sitting on the floor, davening without the splendour of Tallis and Tefillin, and reciting heart-breaking Kinnos. We are approaching the bitterest moment in the Destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh when the enemy set it alight in the afternoon of the 9th Av. 


Yet it is precisely at noon, the onset of the bleakest moment of the deepest darkness, that the mood lightens! We no longer sit on the floor, but in comfort on our chairs, and at Mincha we adorn ourselves with Tallis and Tefillin. We pray to Hashem to bring us a nechama, to rebuild Yerusholayim and the Beis Hamikdosh. Yet this is the moment when the darkness of the destruction is at its most intense?! 


The Gemara
 relates a story when Rabban Gamliel, Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah, Rabbi Yehoshua and Rabbi Akiva were travelling together. As they approached the devastated city of Yerusholayim they rent their garments. When they reached the Temple Mount they saw a fox leaving the site of the Holy of Holies. The first three Sages burst into tears, whereas Rabbi Akiva began to laugh. ‘Why are you laughing?’ Replied Rabbi Akiva: ‘Why are you crying?’ ‘Foxes can freely enter that holiest of places, where previously only the Kohen Gadol could enter. Is that not enough cause for weeping?’


Rabbi Akiva answered them: ‘Now that I see that the prophecy of Uriah has been fulfilled to the letter, I have the utmost confidence that it is time for Hashem to implement the prophecy of Zechariah. Uriah had said that ‘Zion will be ploughed over like a field.’ That has come true in its most complete form. The stage is now ready for Zechariah’s words: ‘the old men and women will return to the streets of [a rebuilt] Jerusalem.’ Is that not a reason to rejoice?’ Indeed the other Sages agreed with him: עקיבא ניחמתנו עקיבא ניחמתנו – ‘You have comforted us Akiva’.


This is a very strange conversation. Surely the other Sages did not for one minute doubt that Zechariah’s prophecy, like all prophecies, will be fulfilled.  What was Rabbi Akiva’s Chiddush?


The Navi Amos
 makes a very ominous prophecy: נָפְלָה לֹא תוֹסִיף קוּם בְּתוּלַת יִשְׂרָאֵל. The apparent meaning is ‘She has fallen, and will no longer arise, the maiden of Israel.’  However, the Gemara
 explains it in a positive manner: ‘She has fallen, but will no longer do so. Arise, O maiden of Israel!’ The Vilna Gaon
 writes as follows. The Prophet is lamenting that Israel has fallen to the nethermost depths. This curse is, however, a blessing in disguise. Having descended so low they have hit the bottom and cannot sink any lower, the future can only hold an improvement of their situation – they will rise again.


Thus Rabbi Akiva was telling his colleagues that Klal Yisroel have fallen to the very lowest point. They must rise! Note that this is the same Rabbi Akiva whose motto in life was the famous words: ‘All that the Merciful One [Hashem] does is for the good.’ Hashem creates troubles and difficult challenges for man, but they are solely to bring him the greatest good. Hashem has brought His Nation to the depths of darkness; its sole purpose is to reveal the greatest light.


The sefer Shaarei Teshuvah
 expresses this point in encouraging words: ‘It is for him who trusts in Hashem to hope, in the gloom of his anguish, that the darkness be the cause of the light [יהיה החשך סבת האורה], as it is written
: ‘Rejoice not against me, O my enemy; though I have fallen, I shall arise; though I sit in darkness, Hashem is a light unto me.’ Our Sages
 comment on this verse: If I had not fallen, I would not have risen; if I had not sat in darkness, it would not have been light unto me.’


Thus it is most appropriate that on this tragic day, at the very point of the most intense darkness, that we express our conviction that the darkness is solely for the purpose of revealing the light of salvation. In this way, we repent for the sin of the דור המדבר. The evil report of the Spies plunged the men of that generation into despair. They cried
: ‘Why is Hashem bringing us to this land to fall by the sword? Our wives and young children will be taken captive.’  They saw only unremitting darkness. They felt they were trapped in a dark tunnel with no light at the end. They did not grasp that the ‘darkness is the cause of the light.’


The Kli Yakar elaborates on this theme of ‘darkness is the cause of the light’ in his commentary to the promise
 given to Yaakov Ovinu: וְהָיָה זַרְעֲךָ כַּעֲפַר הָאָרֶץ וּפָרַצְתָּ יָמָּה וָקֵדְמָה וְצָפֹנָה וָנֶגְבָּה – ‘Your offspring will be as the dust of the earth, and you shall burst forth, westward, eastward, northward and southward.’  He notes that the directions are written in opposing terms, East to West, North to South, and not turning to each one in order, North, East, South and West. He brings a Midrash Tehillim
: ‘that salvation can come to Klal Yisroel only when we are at the lowest level.’ The lowest level is where we have no one to come to our aid; our eyes turn solely to Hashem for help. When we are כַּעֲפַר הָאָרֶץ – ‘as the dust of the earth’ – downtrodden and helpless, then וּפָרַצְתָּ – we will burst forth. The salvation will come from extreme to extreme, from the lowest depths to the greatest heights – from the furthest East to the extreme West, from a point of total helplessness to the utmost strength and confidence.


The Maharal
 describes the level of the Jewish People at the time of Moshiach as ‘reborn’. The days of Moshiach will not be simply an extra level of enhancement on our current life, but a total and complete renewal. He compares it to an egg, where the shell must be shattered before new life can emerge. Moshiach will be the greatest light that the world has ever seen; only a prior darkness of the same calibre can produce it.


The living mashal of the life-cycle of the butterfly helps us to visualize such a transition from one life-style to another. If, like Rabbi Akiva, we can see every occurrence through the eyes of ‘everything that Hashem does is for the very best’, then even now in the Ikvesa D’Meshicha
, we can already see the Light of Moshiach shining through the darkness.
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לעילוי נשמת מרים בת ר' שלמה ע"ה


ולעילוי נשמות ר' משה בן ר' יצחק, פריידא בת ר' יעקב לייב, ר' אברהם בנימין בן ר' חיים ,יענטא מרים בת ר' ישראל אליעזר הכהן, מרים בת ר' יצחק, ור' שמעון בן ר' יהודה דוב הכהן ע"ה 
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� Much of this Dvar Torah has been drawn from אהל משה על על עניני המקדש והגלות chapter 56


� Beitzah 24a


� 5:2


� Berachos 4b


� Brought in sefer אמרי נועם on Maseches Berachos


� שער ב' ה'


� Michah 7:8


� Midrash Tehillim Psalm 22


� Bamidbar 14:3


� Bereishis 28:14


� 44:2


� Netzach Yisroel, chapter 32.


� ‘Footsteps of Moshiach’ – the period preceding his arrival.





