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Daf Yomi Power

By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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Last week, I invited you to join the global Daf Yomi club.  I attempted to seduce you with the promise of Eternal reward.  This week, I want to tell you a personal story of how sacrificing daily to participate in Daf Yomi study affords great protection for us and our loved ones in this world as well.


Twenty-seven years ago, after being in my shul-the Agudas Yisroel of Staten Island-for the first days of Pesach, I spent the latter days in one of the then popular hotels.


Unfortunately, our oldest daughter, Chani (who is now happily married with lovely children), ate a piece of tainted chopped meat and contracted E.coli poisoning.  I’ll never forget that all of a sudden while I was saying my Daf Yomi in the Agudah of 14th Avenue, all of the Hatzoloh walkie-talkies at the shiur started going off (there were very few cellphones in those day) with the message that Rav Weiss should call home immediately.


Rav Shmuel Dovid Friedman, Shlit”a, was at the shiur in those days and had a cellphone (four times the size of today’s iPhone), and in the middle of the shiur I called home.  My Rebbetzin told me to get home quickly because something was very wrong with Chani.  I dashed home and, after three days in Staten Island Hospital, we transferred her to Babies Hospital of Colombia-Presbyterian where they diagnosed her with a rare virus generated by the E.coli virus.  She needed multiple blood transfusions and was put on peritoneal dialysis.


As she was only six at the time and she was in a frightening ICU, my wife and I farmed-out all of our children to wonderful neighbors and moved into the hospital.  I remember making the duplicates of my weekly tape subscription (You can still get a weekly subscription for a CD of my Chumash shiur or from the archives of over thirty years for $312/year.  Just call 718-916-3100 or email me at rmmwsi@aol.com. This is a great way to support my Torah efforts.) on the floor of the hospital and mailing them in the postbox in the lobby of Columbia-Presbyterian.  We stayed at the hospital around the clock as something was always going on with our daughter.


The only time I left the hospital was to say my daf shiur at the Agudah of 14th Avenue which, at the time, had over 200 people in nightly attendance.  A car would pick me up at about 9:15 to take me to Boro Park whence the shiur commenced at 10:15 (the shiur is now at the same time across the street in First Congregation Anshei Sefard) and another car would take me back to the hospital where I would arrive back at around 12:15 a.m. to face a night of challenges.  


I still remember how nearby YU would send over every night two of their wonderful boys to stay with my wife until I returned.  The boys would sit and learn and be of comfort and security for my Rebbetzin while I was away.  (Wherever you are now – I’m sure many of you are already zadies – know that we have not forgotten your kindness during those frightening nights.)


Baruch Hashem, after 5 ½ weeks, the virus and the infection left without a trace and Hashem returned our daughter to us in full health, bli ayin hara.  A year later, on the anniversary, we made a seudas hodaah, a feast of thanksgiving, and our daughter bentched gomel.  (I remember asking that no one bring gifts but that if one wanted to express their feelings to us, they should give a donation to our shul.  


I still remember how we raised six thousand much needed dollars at the time.)  When preparing my speech for the event, I told my wife, “Let me see what the gematria of Chanah Weiss is.  After, all everyone loves a good gematria.”  For maximum effect, let’s work it out together.  Channah equals 63; ches is 8, nun is 50 and hei is 5.  Weiss, spelled vav-vav-yud-yud-samech is 92; vav is 6, vav is 6, yud is 10, yud is 10 and samech is 60, totaling 92.  Together, 63 and 92 add up to 155. 


I remember saying to my wife, “Hey!  That’s a familiar number,” and then I literally got the chills when I realized that 155 is the exact numerical value of Daf HaYomi.  Daf is daled, 4 and pei is 80, equaling 84.  HaYomi – hei is 5, yud 10, vav 6, mem is 40, and yud is 10.  That’s 71.  This gives us 84 plus 71, giving us a grand total of 155.  


This completely bowled me over since we were always saying that the sacrifice of schlepping back and forth to my nightly Daf Yomi, while I was physically and mentally exhausted, would be a merit for Chani!


You should know that this story just emphasizes how Hashem give special protection to those who go the extra mile to learn daily Hashem’s Talmud.  And I share with you this story as an extra push for those to whom it is very hard after a hard day’s work to sacrifice going home and collapsing on the easy chair or eating supper and rolling into bed.  It’s not too late.  Become part of Hashem’s Torah army and in that merit may we be blessed, together with our loved ones, with long live, good health, and everything wonderful.


Please learn and daven for the refuah sheleima of Miriam Liba bas Devorah, b’soch shaar cholei Yisroel.

Reprinted from the January 23, 2017 website of Matzav.com

‘Absolutely Intentional’ in Wake of UN Resolutions Denying Historical Jewish Ties to Holy City

By Ruthie Blum





Rabbi Marvin Hier, delivering his benediction at the inauguration of new US President Donald Trump. Photo: Screenshot.


The rabbi who gave a benediction at the inauguration of President Donald Trump on Friday told The Algemeiner that his recitation of the psalm remembering Jerusalem and Zion was “absolutely intentional.”


Rabbi Marvin Hier, the first-ever Orthodox rabbi to be asked to participate in the illustrious ceremony — and the only rabbi of any denomination to have done so since 1985 — said that though he “did not want to get political,” it was important for him to “make sure that people know Jews have been connected to Jerusalem since biblical times,” particularly following the recent UNESCO resolutions that denied Jewish ties to the Holy City, and UN Security Council Resolution 2334 last month, which determined Jewish settlement in any land beyond the 1949 armistice lines, including in east Jerusalem, was “illegal.”


It was for this reason, said Hier, that he quoted the Prophets: “Bless all of our allies around the world who share our beliefs, ‘By the rivers of Babylon, we wept as we remember Zion…If I forget you O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its skill’ (Psalm 137).”


Hier went on: “I wanted to make sure everyone understood that if we couldn’t successfully divide Vienna, and we couldn’t successfully divide Germany — much larger territories than Jerusalem — how is anyone going to do that in such a small city?”


Hier also explained how his words fit his role at the event held to instate the new president. “I was a representative of the Jewish community,” he said. “So it was right to remind those viewing all over the world that the Jews have a historical connection to Jerusalem.”


Furthermore, he said, “The Torah was given to the Jewish people. Surely they didn’t want me to quote Shakespeare.”


During Hier’s invocation, viewed live around the globe, the Twittersphere lit up with Nazi imagery. Likening Hier to the devil, social media users expressed sorrow that Hitler had not finished the job of exterminating all Jews and similar messages.


This was “outrageous,” said Hier, the founder and dean of the Los Angeles-based human rights organization the Simon Wiesenthal Center, which is in an ongoing battle to combat just such activity. “We don’t know who is behind it, but whoever it is, they are neo-Nazis, plain and simple. Everybody knows we have haters and bigots in our country. And the new Nazis who went on such vile rants would have behaved just as the old Nazis did in Germany.”


Hier continued: “There are antisemites on the extreme Right and on the extreme Left — like the BDS-ers who call Israel an apartheid state. But nobody in his right mind can say that Trump loves these neo-Nazis. He’s got a daughter who converted to Judaism, a Jewish son-in-law whom he respects and Jewish grandchildren.”


In contrast, Hier was “moved” by the five Christian clergy members who also took part in the event, saying they “were so accommodating and nice to me. They very much approved that the Jewish community was being  represented.” Not only that, he added, “Dozens of Christians who heard the benediction came up to me afterwards to say how much they loved it.”


Asked about Sunday evening’s announcement by White House press secretary Sean Spicer that the new administration was in the beginning stages of talks on relocating the US Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, Hier said, “I hope Trump moves the embassy, despite those who advise against it. There’s a new Arab world out there, much of which secretly admires Israel and opposes radical groups like the Muslim Brotherhood.”


He added, “There is more than one way to move forward, such as placing the embassy in the part of West Jerusalem where there is already a branch of the consulate.”


Calling his decision to accept the invitation to participate in Trump’s inauguration — something many of his peers tried to persuade him not to do — Hier said, “For me, it was a no-brainer. One day every four years, it’s OK for America, the greatest democracy in the history of the world, to affirm the peaceful transition of power to the duly elected president. It’s enough to have the other 364 days for political discord.”

Reprinted from the January 23, 2017 email of the Algemeiner Journal.

The Importance of Making The Effort to Serve Hashem

By Daniel Keren


Hundreds of men and women took advantage of the recent December 26th legal holiday to transform a day away from work into a spiritual festival by participating in a half-day long Hakhel Yarchei Kallah Event at the Agudath Israel of Madison. Admission was free of charge and offered both insightful hashkafah and halacha lectures. Hakhel is a Flatbush-based organization dedicated to promoting a greater awareness of Torah-true values in our community.
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Rabbi Yisroel Reisman


Rabbi Yisroel Reisman, the Morah D’Asra of the host shul opened the Event by giving a shiur on the Haftorah read on Shabbos Chanukah titled “Zechariah’s Unusual Menorah. As the title of his lecture indicates the Haftorah is from Sefer Zechariah.


Starting with Perek Daled (Chapter 4), we see the malach or angel speaking to the Navi Zechariah after arousing him from his slumber to ask the prophet “What do you see?” Zechariah replies that he sees and beholds a menorah made entirely of gold with its bowl on its top; its seven lamps are upon it and there are seven ducts for each of the lamps on its tops. Furthermore the Navi reveals that he see two olive trees over the menorah, one on the right side and the second on the left side. Zechariah than asked the malach, “What are these, my lord?”

Unable to Answer the Angel


When the angel instead challenged the Navi by asking “Do you not know what these are?” Zechariah admitted, “No, my lord!” At which point the angel explained, “This is the word of Hashem to Zerubavel, saying ‘Not through an army and not through strength, but through My spirit, said Hashem, Master of Legions…”


Who was Zerubavel? He was the oldest living descendant of the House of David and he joined the first party of Jews allowed to return from Bavel (the Babylonian exile) some 52 years after the destruction of the first Beis Hamikdosh, Holy Temple in Jerusalem. He had hopes which never materialized of becoming the next Jewish King in Eretz Yisroel.


Today when we reflect on those who initially returned from Bavel to reestablish the Jewish Yishuv, settlement in the Holy Land we tend to think of Ezra and Nechemia. But neither came until much later. Zerubavel was joined in the first group to return to Eretz Yisroel by Yehoshua Kohen Gadol and these two served as leaders of that initial community which struggled through many setbacks.


Almost as soon as this first group arrived back in Yerushalayim and began rebuilding the Beis Hamikdosh, the enemies of the Jews sent messages to Korash that these Jews constituted a serious threat to the Persian empire and their malicious efforts succeeded in getting permission to continue the revitalization of the Holy City of Jerusalem revoked until 18 years later when Darius, the son Queen Esther again bestowed royal support.

The Two Aspects of the Torah Ba’al Peh


Rabbi Reisman said that there are two aspects to the Torah Ba’al Peh (Oral Torah.) We have a mesorah or tradition that certain rituals or laws such as what constitutes a pair of tefillin and how they look like is because of our mesorah going back to Moshe at Har Sinai. There are absolutely no hints regarding how tefillin should look like or how they should be made from any verse in either the Chumash or Tanach.


The second and completely different aspect of the Torah Ba’al Peh is that we do utilize the chiddushim in Tanach, the Jewish Bible to derive halacha. 


The Menorah represents the power of pula d’araisah of the Oral Torah which is represented by Moshe Rabbeinu, symbolizing the concept of mesorah or Torah mi’Sinai. Rabbi Reisman said that we don’t find that Moses was allowed to determine halachos from chiddushim.
Why Moshe Rabbeinu Couldn’t Figure

Out How to Fashion the Menorah


That is why Moshe Rabbeinu was not able to figure out how to fashion the menorah because the menorah itself as mentioned before symbolizes pula d’araisa whereas Moshe’s task of relaying the words of Hakodesh Baruch Hus to the Bnei Yisroel was limited to just teaching from the sphere of the mesorah or halacha of Moshe mi’Sinai.


Rabbi Reisman emphasized that main avodah or spiritual service of a person should not be concerned with the final results, but rather with doing what you have to do [mitzvahs or the will of Hashem.]


The halacha is that if you properly prepare the Menorah and a minute later the light goes out, you need not relight it and even more so, you are indeed yotzei [considered as having fulfilled] the mitzvah.


This is the lesson of the Oral Torah. If a person struggles to learn Torah shel Ba’al Peh [Gemorah] and he doesn’t understand it and actually even comes up with a wrong peshat, interpretation; nevertheless that individual get from Hakodesh Baruch Hu the reward for Talmud Torah.


When the first Jews came up to Eretz Yisroel under the leadership of Zerubavel and Yehoshua Kohen Gadol with hopes of rebuilding the Bais Hamikdosh and their effort were soon thwarted by Achashavarus, those Yidden have to know that they didn’t fail. Again, it is not the results that count, but the sincerity of one’s effort. And of course 18 years later those initial efforts were indeed carried out to fruition.


This is the main lesson of the Haftorah of Chanukah in that the Menorah is forever and that the learning of the Babylonian Talmud since then is also eternal.

Reprinted from the January 5, 2017 edition of the Flatbush Jewish Journal.

Rav Avigdor Miller on Shatnez And The Co-worker's Coat
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QUESTION: What is the reason for shatnez?

ANSWER: You want to hear? I'll tell you, but don't laugh. If you're working in an office, sometimes there's a goy who works there in the office with you. Now you have to run out to buy something but you left your coat in the other room. So the goy tells you, "Here, take my coat. Take my coat. Use my coat for two minutes just to run out into the street to get what you have to get."


No, you can't take it. You can't take his coat. It might be shatnez. Do you know what that means?! Let me explain. If you use his coat, then you're fraternizing with him. 


Hakodosh Boruch Hu wants it that we shouldn't wear the begadim of a goy. We shouldn't be friendly enough with goyim to the point of being able to use his beged. Just like you can't eat together with a goy, you shouldn't be able to clothe the same clothing as a goy.


Now, of course, that's not the only reason. That's only one of the reasons (See Rav Avigdor Miller Tape # 4 "Shatnez and Azazel"). But it's certainly one of the reasons intended by Hakodosh Boruch Hu. You should not be able to put on a goy's beged. To fraternize like that is not the derech ha'Torah. And that's a very important lesson. (TAPE # E-210)

Reprinted from the January22, 2017 email of Toras Avigdor that transcribes questions to and answers by Rav Avigdor Miller, zt”l from his famous Thursday Night hashkafah lectures at his Flatbush shul from the early 1970’s until his petirah in 2001.

Rabbi Fischel Schachter Urges People
To Focus on the Good that We Have
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Rabbi Fischel Schachter, internationally renowned Maggid Shiur recently this past Chanukuah addressed At a Flatbush Hakhel Yarchei Kallah the topic of “Experiencing Chanukah 5777 to its Fullest.”

Focusing on the Good that We Have


Rabbi Schachter said that intrinsically we should look at our lives and focus on the good that we have and don’t think but if I could only have more. Rather we have to appreciate the good that we do have. One should strive just to be happy for life itself. Once you admit that life is a gift, you have accomplished a major spiritual achievement. We don’t know what is good. You have to admit that you need the Abishter. And then you can develop a deeper appreciation of life.


Imagine, Rabbi Schachter said that you missed a plane flight and you hear the news that it crashed killing all aboard. Of course you would see the Yad Hashem (Divine Providence) and be grateful that He caused you to miss that fatal trip. But what if you missed a flight, and it later landed safely and maybe even on time. If you have the proper appreciation for the fact that your life is a gift from the Abishter, than you still have to believe that having missed an important flight [that later landed safely] was also the Yad Hashem.


We have, Rabbi Schachter insisted, to fight the belief that what the other person has is better than what we have. When a person is in a difficult matzav he should understand that it is the Abishter who is actually in charge and thereby hope and pray that the Abishter will improve one’s complicated situation. And it is this very awareness that has the potential to tear up heavenly decrees.

In Times of Difficulty, We 
Must Believe in His Good


Rav Moshe Feinstein, zt”l, says that when a person finds himself in a difficult situation, he should tell himself that this is just an opening for a potential yeshua (salvation.) One has to realize that we cannot possibly understand the plans of Hashem, but should nevertheless have the emunah, belief that everything He is doing is for our good.


The purpose of Hallel that we recite on Chanukah is not a celebration of a success, but is foremost an expression of hoda or appreciation to the Abishter. On Chanukah every person is a Kohen Gadol and as such every person’s house is transformed into a Bais Hamikdosh.
Reprinted from the January 5, 2017 edition of the Flatbush Jewish Journal.
Living with The Times

Recognizing the Daily Spiritual

Exodus in the Life of a Jew

Adapted from the works of the Lubavitcher Rebbe.

One of the main reasons that the Exodus from Egypt occupies such a central role in Judaism (we mention it daily in our prayers) is that this original exodus symbolizes the daily spiritual exodus which must take place in the life of a Jew. 
The Hebrew word for Egypt, "Mitzrayim," comes from the root word "Meitzar," meaning limitations and obstacles. It is up to every individual to liberate himself from his own internal limitations and boundaries, thus freeing his G-dly soul to express itself and seek spiritual fulfillment.

This week's Torah portion, Vaeira, tells of the very beginning of the events which led up to the Jews' triumphant liberation from bondage. By studying the circumstances of the Egyptian exodus, we see how we can apply these lessons to our own personal and spiritual journey as well.
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Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson,

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, Zt”l


The first plague to afflict the Egyptians was blood; every drop of water in the land was affected. Therefore, the first step toward spiritual liberation must also somehow be connected with transforming "water" into "blood."


Water symbolizes tranquility, coldness, and lack of emotional excitement. Blood, on the other hand, is a symbol of warmth, enthusiasm and fervor. The Torah asks every Jew: Do you truly want to leave "Egypt," to overcome your self-imposed limitations? The first thing you must do is turn your "water" into "blood." Transform your apathy and inertia into enthusiasm and love of Torah and mitzvot. Infuse your life with a warmth and fervor directed toward G-d and holiness.


A person may claim, "Is it not enough that I simply perform the mitzvot, learn Torah, and avoid that which is forbidden? Am I not a good Jew even if I don't feel any enthusiasm for what I do?"


Chasidic philosophy explains that coldness and apathy are the source of all evil. When one is cool toward something, it means that he is totally uninterested in it. We see that when something truly close to the heart is mentioned, our pulse quickens and we "warm" to the subject. Coldness signals the mechanical performance of the commandments and leads to eventual spiritual deterioration.


The first action to be taken toward spiritual liberation is to replace our lukewarm dedication to Judaism with warmth and enthusiasm. We should be at least as equally enthused about Judaism as we are about other facets of our lives.


One of the practical ways this expresses itself is when we perform a mitzva in a particularly nice way. The desire to enhance our observance leads to our observing the precepts of Judaism out of love. This, then, is the first step towards going out of our own personal Egypt and ending our collective exile.

Reprinted from the archives of L’Chaim Weekly (Issue #196 – Parsha Vaera of 5752/1992.)
Every Drop Counts
By Rabbi Eli J. Mansour


Parashat Vaera begins with a series of promises that G-d tells Moshe to communicate to Beneh Yisrael in Egypt. One of these promises is “Ve’lakahti Etchem Li Le’am” – “I shall take you for Myself as a nation” (6:7).

The Midrash (Bamidbar Rabba, Parashat Naso) comments that this promise was made in reward for Abraham Abinu’s hospitality to his three guests. When Abraham welcomed these guests, who were actually angels, he invited them to “take a bit of water” to wash their legs (Bereshit 18:4). In reward for this offer to “take” water, G-d promised that He would “take” Abraham’s descendants as His special nation.

The Rebbe of Bobov explained the deep significance of the connection that the Midrash draws between Abraham’s offer to his guests and G-d’s promise to Beneh Yisrael before the Exodus. Water, the Rebbe noted, symbolizes repentance, as in the verse in Echa, “Pour forth your heart like water in the presence of Hashem.” 

Abraham’s offer to bring the guests “a bit of water” thus represents the value that G-d ascribes to even “a bit” of repentance. While we of course ought to strive to achieve complete repentance, we must recognize that personal change and growth is a long, gradual process that we should be undergoing throughout our lifetime. 

We cannot make a fundamental change overnight. Change must happen incrementally, one step followed by another. And this is the message G-d was conveying to Beneh Yisrael on the eve of the Exodus. Tradition teaches that during the period of bondage in Egypt Beneh Yisrael fell to the “forty-ninth level of impurity,” and found themselves on the brink of the fiftieth level, from which they would have been unable to recover. G-d wanted to redeem them despite their dire spiritual state, and so 

He gave them just two Misvot – circumcision and the paschal sacrifice – through which they could earn redemption. Even this relatively minor move upwards was very significant – significant enough for a nation on the brink of eternal spiritual destruction to suddenly be deemed worthy of a miraculous salvation. In the merit of “a bit of water,” a small move towards repentance, they were taken as G-d’s beloved nation.

It is told that Rav Haim Vital, the most illustrious student of the Arizal, asked his great Rabbi how their generation of Jews could possibly earn the final redemption. After all, if Mashiah did not come during the times of the Tanna’im or the times of the Amora’im, who were far, far greater in knowledge and piety than later generations, then why would Mashiah come during the times of the Arizal and Rav Haim Vital? 

The Arizal answered that to the contrary, Mashiah was far more likely to come in his time than during the time of the Talmudic Sages. In periods when society is overrun by sin and impurity, making it exceedingly difficult to remain faithful to the Torah and to live lives of holiness, Misvot are especially valuable and significant. A Misva performed under such conditions, when the atmosphere and culture draw a person away from Kedusha, is worth far more than a Misva performed under spiritually pristine conditions. And thus, the Arizal taught, the Jews of his time actually had a better chance of bringing the final redemption, as their Misvot were especially valuable.

Society has, unfortunately, deteriorated to much lower and frightening depths of depravity since the times of the Arizal – and this makes his message all the more poignant and relevant in our times. We must not despair over the dismal spiritual level of our generation, and figure that our Misvot are worth so little considering our low stature. To the contrary – our low spiritual level makes our Misvot especially precious before G-d.


As in the case of our ancestors in Egypt, when even “a bit” of Teshuba sufficed to render them worthy of salvation, we can earn G-d’s compassion and His miraculous redemption by working hard to do the best we can. Every drop of Teshuva, of Torah, and of Misvot is immensely powerful and significant, and makes a great impact. We should never minimize the significance of any small Misva act, of any extra bit of effort invested in prayer, of any small amount of charity we give, of any small amount of Torah that we study, or of any wrongful act that we decide to avoid, because each and every one brings us and our nation one step closer to our final redemption. 
Reprinted from this week’s email of the Weekly Parashat.
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