Parsha Views Korach
Peaceful Boundaries

 Boundaries and limits- many of us don’t like them, but we can’t live without them.

Here’s why.  Conflict stems from confused, misappropriated boundaries.

When we feel that something is rightfully ours and someone takes it from us we become “righteously” incensed at the injustice of his or actions. 

We think to ourselves, how dare you overstep my boundary or violate my space.

The problem is that many times we draw lines and create boundaries much bigger then they really ought to be. 

Does this really belong to me, are you really infringing on my rights, do I really deserve the honor or promotion that was given to somebody else?

Maybe the lines don’t really exist where I decided to draw them; maybe I am unfairly claiming what really isn’t mine at all?

The story of Korach, in essence is the story of abused and misappropriated boundaries.

Korach was a one hundred and thirty year old, wise, great man who even merited Ruach Hakodesh.

The trouble began when Moshe elected Korach’s younger cousin Eliztaphan as head of the family of Kehas- thus making Elitzaphan into Korach’s superior. 

Korach, older and perhaps even wiser, felt that Moshe had stripped him of a position that really should have been his.

Because of this perceived injustice, Korach was determined to undermine the God-given leadership of Moshe and Aharon.

Moshe, who had chosen Elitzaphan at Hashem’s command and had no vested interest in the matter, said to Korach, 

“In the Morning Hashem will make known the one who is His own.”

Why did Moshe want to wait until morning and not squash Korach’s rebellion immediately?

The midrash explains the Moshe’s words “In the morning” were really coming as a reproach to Korach,

 “Moshe said to Korach and his assembly, Hashem has placed boundaries in His world, and if you can turn morning into evening then you can annul His Chosen ones.”

In other words, Moshe was pleading with Korach to recognize that just as there is the clear, indestructible boundary of day and night so too everything and everyone has their own, indestructible boundary.

Just as it is foolish to think that one can manipulate the set boundaries of the world so too it is foolish to think that one can manipulate his own, unique God-given boundaries.

By not accepting the appointment of Elitzaphan and by challenging the leadership of Moshe and Aharon, Korach was, in essence, endeavoring to manipulate the Divinely crafted boundaries of the world. 

A similar idea emerges through examining the frightening end of this calamitous dispute.

After all his failed peacemaking efforts with Korach, Moshe proclaims that even if Korach and his followers were to die a natural death, it would still not be a good enough of a sign that Moshe and Aharon are the chosen ones. 

It was only if Korach and his followers were to die in a manner that no one had ever died before and through a totally new and miraculous creation (the mouth of the ground opening up and swallowing Korach and his followers) that Moshe would be vindicated as the true messenger of Hashem.

Why did Moshe need Korach to die in such an unnatural way in order to prove him wrong?

Perhaps it is because the essence of Korach’s agenda was to fight the natural order of the world. 

The same God that set up the natural boundaries of the world is the one who sets up boundaries within each and every person, and Korach wouldn’t accept that.

So Moshe says, the consequence for one who does not respect the boundaries that Hashem set up for the world is that he will not be able to even die within those boundaries. 

He does not deserve to die a natural death for he has endeavored to defy nature itself. 

Instead, he will die in a completely unnatural, shameful, and brutally harsh manner.

The message here is that we do not have the power to create our own boundaries; we cannot decide what is rightfully ours or what we truly deserve- that is up to Hashem.  

We are but agents of Hashem to fulfill our unique mission within the prescribed boundaries He has designated for us. 

Here’s a worthwhile exercise.

Next time someone does something that we feel is overstepping a boundary; we should stop and ask ourselves this question: 

What type of boundary did this person overstep?

Was it a false boundary that I have concocted for myself or was it a real boundary that Hashem has created for me?

If we have the humility to keep on asking this question and accept the forthcoming answers, we will come to see just how much strife and conflict can be avoided, leaving in its place a pure, strong and enduring peace.

